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WELCOME ABOARD AND 
HAPPY ETHIOPIAN NEW YEAR! 
The month of September is very 
special in Ethiopia, as it brings 
Ethiopian New Year, either on 11 or 
12 September. Seven years younger 
than the Gregorian calendar, we are 
now entering 2016 on 12 September. 
It falls the day after the sixth day 

of Pagume, which is the last month 
in our calendar. Ethiopia’s unique calendar has 12 months 

of 30 days each and Pagume, our 13th month, has five days, 
becoming six every leap year. Coincidentally, Pagume is a six- 
day month this year. 

Meskerem, the first month of our year marks the transition 
from the heavy rain season to the dry one, symbolising the 
passage from an awe-inspiring night into a beautiful morning. 
As one of the most beautiful seasons in Ethiopia’s 13 months 
of Sunshine, Meskerem is the best time to visit Ethiopia, the 
Land of Origins. 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to you on 
board and a Happy Ethiopian New Year. On your quest to 
know more about Ethiopia, we are there to take you to the 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed tourist sites in Ethiopia. It 
is also with great pleasure that we welcome you onboard to 
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fly to one of our 134 exotic destinations on five continents. 
We are continuously expanding our network to serve you 
better with convenient travel options. In August, we resumed 
a four-times-weekly service to and from Medina, our fourth 
destination in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia after Jeddah, 
Riyadh and Dammam. Currently, we operate more than 145 
aircraft including our 10th Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, which 
has an all-aisle, one-two-one Business Class seat configuration, 
and of which we recently took delivery. We are also resuming 
cargo flights to Quito and will welcome a brand-new Boeing 
777-200F to join our freighter fleet family in October 2023. 

From onboard entertainments to the meals we serve, we 
pay great attention to the details that can bring you a sense 
of comfort. We are glad that our hard work does not go 
unnoticed as we were crowned with five prestigious awards at 
the SKYTRAX 2023 World Airline Awards, including the Best 
Airline in Africa award for the sixth year in a row. 

We owe these recognitions to you, our valued passengers. 
Thank you for appreciating our hard work and giving us your 
vote of confidence. You are the motivational fuel that drives 
us to do more. 

Have an enjoyable flight! 


Mesfin Tasew 
Group Chief Executive Officer, Ethiopian Airlines 
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TIA does 
the rest 
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to all the needs required by companies Group TIA consists of a diverse team of e Tax and Auditing 
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of Congo. Based in Lubumbashi, the extra mile for their clients. 
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HR and legal services, the objective and TIAFRICA SAS, offers: e Human Resource Management 
main purpose being the preservation e Corporate Compliance e Interim — Placement — Recruitment 
of its clients' rights, protection of their e Legal Assistance e Payroll 

legal business interests and assisting e Project Management and support e Visa and work permits 
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PROMOTION 


Wits Business School (WBS) at the University 
of the Witwatersrand is making waves thanks to new 
leadership and a fresh strategy that has seen it consolidate its 
position as one of the top tertiary institutes in Africa. Led by 
Professor Maurice Radebe, WBS has undergone a remarkable 
journey of transformation, culminating in accreditation from 
the Association of African Business Schools (AABS). WBS, 
which celebrates its 55th anniversary this year, draws students 
from across Africa and boasts a diverse array of programmes, 
including its renowned MBA and specialised Master of 
Management degrees. 

Thanks to its unique centres of excellence, like the Centre 
on African Philanthropy and Social Investment and the African 
Energy Leadership Centre, the school can foster research and 
curricula tailored specifically to Africa's needs. Further setting 
WBS apart is its Case Centre, which has produced over 300 
case studies, offering 
valuable insights globally. 

Spearheading the 
WBS revival is Professor 
Radebe, whose vision 
centres on producing 
leaders equipped 
to address African 
challenges and navigate 
a dynamic world. “At the 
heart of our strategic 
vision is to ensure that WBS makes a positive, meaningful 
difference to the society we serve,” he points out. 

With WBS aiming to become the partner of choice for 
like-minded academic institutions worldwide, it collaborates 
with, among others, the University of Namibia Business 
School and the University of Houston on initiatives spanning 
continents. AABS accreditation, earned at the AABS Connect 
Conference in Ghana, cements WBS's global recognition. The 
conference's focus on business schools’ relevance aligns with 
WBS's commitment to impactful, sustainable education. With 
a concise yet comprehensive strategic vision, WBS is carving 
its path as a leading force in African business education. 


@) wbs,ac.za 


«VBS graduates 
are ready to navigate 
a dynamic world 


The most recognised name in 
business education” 


Wits Business School - Sculpting Global Leaders 


wbs.ac.za 


*Ranked number one in the category Familiarity & Consideration in the Financial 
Mail South Africa’s Business School Executive Education Survey, July 2023 
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MGET THE DESIGNER 


Our cover star wears 
Lookslike Avido, by Nairobi- 
based fashion designer David 
Avido. The designer hails 
from Kibera, Africa's largest 
slum, which laid the 
foundations for his street- 
style brand of fashion. Avido's 
fashion house is community- 
minded and carbon neutral. 
It's been featured in Vogue 
and promoted by Beyoncé. 
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COME AND €XPERIENKE Y DAYS OF 
REAL APRICAN HOSPITALITY 


WIL 
te aly: 
Sac hica way 
= 
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EaTa 
RUYSTIC Meal 
For Ethiopian New Year, 
families gather at home 
CULTURE for a traditional feast of 
injera (sourdough 
flatbread) accompanied 
by avariety of stews, 
such as spicy chicken 
doro wat and vegetable- 
based alicha. Visitors 


can dine on the same 
celebratory dishes 


year-round at traditional 
eateries like Totot, 
where they even 


Lae their own 
ej wine. 
Ethiopian New Year, known as 
Enkutatash, takes place on 

12 September and holds great 
significance for Ethiopians, as it 
marks the end of the rainy season and 
the beginning of a new harvest. 


If you're in the capital around this WaTGH | 
date, you're in luck. Streets are bance 
adorned with yellow flowers, and At family gatherings 
. . e,e during New Year 
residents dressed in traditional celebrations, young 
handwoven cotton clothing sing, luster 
dance and exchange good wishes. pi aeons 
; intricate should 
New Year celebrations are usually bhnentlcper 


focused on family events, and tend to _ Vigorous footwork. 


: To witness captivating 
last a week or more. Here’s how to traditional dancing 
throughout the year, 


sbend Enkutatash like a local, whether headto Yor Abyssinia, 


an authentic restaurant 


you're in Addis Ababa for the big that hosts cultural 
dance performances 


day or the subsequent celebrations. everynight. 
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ADMIRE THE 
FOUaGe 


The indigenous Adey 
Abeba flower blooms 

in September and is 
seen as a symbol of 
New Year. You can 
witness these flowers 
blossoming all across 
the hills and mountains 
that surround the city. 
Our favourite viewpoint? 
The Entoto Hills, where 
breathtaking city views 
are complemented by 
gardens filled with 
vibrant flowers. 
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SPIASH OUT 
On GIFTS 


Ethiopian families often 
exchange small tokens 
of goodwill to welcome 
New Year, including 
freshly baked dabo 
bread or locally made 
paintings or artifacts. 
To find unique gifts in 
Addis Ababa, check 
out the bustling 
Merkato, the largest 
open-air market in 
Africa; Shiro Meda, 
which specialises in 
handwoven Ethiopian 
clothing; or Sabahar, 
which produces unique 
cotton and silk textiles. 


BaG some 
GIG TICKETS 


Concerts featuring 
traditional and 
contemporary Ethiopian 
music are organised 
around this festive 
period. Head to 
Jazzamba Lounge, 

a popular music club 
that showcases local 
jazz, funk and traditional 
Ethiopian talent. New 
Year's Eve concerts 

are often held in major 
hotels across Addis, 

so look out for tickets 
for the night of 

Tl September. 
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TIME TO 
CELEBRATE 


Join people from all over the 
African continent for Africa 
Celebrates, a Pan-African 
takeover at the Ethiopian 
Skylight Hotel (25-29 October). 
Across five days, you can pick 
from a series of cultural events 
from across Africa, spanning 
art, cuisine, film, fashion, 
technology and much more. 
Each night, chefs from different 
African countries will prepare 
traditional recipes from their 
home nations, transporting 
guests across the continent 
while they watch traditional 
dance and music shows. 
During the day, there are 

two business forums, an art 
installation and tourist trips into 
Addis Ababa. Whatever you do, 
don't miss the fashion gala 
dinner on the final night, 

where one designer from 

each participating country will 
grace the catwalk with their 
haute couture. 
africacelebrates.com 
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Crafting 


for good 


This indie leather brand is 
preserving artisanal practises 
while investing in Addis Ababa’s 
local community 


OFF A BUSY thoroughfare in the 
residential, central suburb of Sarbet is a 
cluster of independent shops. One shop 
window glows golden in the late- 
afternoon light. Below a tessellated black 
logo and behind gleaming glass, ochre- 
brown handbags are suspended below 
filament lightbulbs. 

Inside, there’s a tidy array of leather 
wares: buffed-camel passport covers, 
chocolate-brown notebooks, laptop bags 
and backpacks. There’s a clear eye for 
design at work here, and no wonder: Tibeb 
Leather Works is run by an Addis-based 
duo of qualified architects, Yonatan Asrat 
and Milki Aberra. 

“We started at university, making 
notebooks that we bound with leather,” 


« TIBEB 


LEATHER WORKS 


says co-founder Asrat. “Some friends 
wanted some, so we started selling them. 
It took off as a business when we were in 
our third year of university, in 2016.” 

Seven years later, they've expanded 
into other leather goods, sourcing all 
materials from artisans in the Ethiopian 
capital and offering training to local 
residents wanting to work with traditional 
crafts. “We are a social enterprise,” 
continues Asrat. “We want to showcase 
our artisanal culture here in Ethiopia, not 
just artifacts but cultural riches within the 
community.” 

It’s not just the community that 
benefits. The design duo have been 
repurposing disused hessian sacks from 
the construction sector into ultra- 
professional, planet-friendly backpacks 
— with more slick design work in the 
pipeline. “So far, so good,” smiles Asrat. 
instagram.com/tibeb_leather_works 


yond 


Clockwise from far left: A 
repurposed hessian bag by 
Tibeb; founders Yonatan 
Asrat and Milki Aberra; 
wares on display at the 
business in Addis Ababa 


IN PARIS 
THIS 
MONTH? 


Look out for 
Tibeb Leather 
Works’ new 
product line at 
the Who's Next 
fashion show, 
2-4 September. 
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NEW TECH 


Selam Wondim 
Entrepreneur and co-founder of Birrama, a digital commerce 
PLC revolutionising the consumption ecosystem in Africa 


I LIKE MY PERSONALITY to 
show, and I never thought to fit 
in with the corporate environ- 
ment. I’ve always been driven by 
the desire to make a meaningful 
impact and leave a lasting legacy. 
Entrepreneurship offers me the 
opportunity to do just that. The 
excitement and thrill that come 
with the uncertain nature of the 
start-up ecosystem energise me. 

Start-ups in Addis Ababa are 
thriving, with a growing num- 
ber of co-working spaces, incuba- 
tors and accelerators supporting 
ventures across various sectors. 
These resources create an ena- 
bling environment for start-ups to 
thrive and succeed. 

When I was a stay-at-home 
mum I became fascinated by the 
technology of producing food 
without soil and even experi- 
mented with it out of curosity. 


ee 
We are redefining 
the way food is 
produced, 
distributed 
and consumed 


Selamta 


I subsequently started hydro- 
ponic manufacturing company 
GroHydro — driven by an oppor- 
tunity from BlueMoon, which 
incubates agritech start-ups, pro- 
vides training and investment, 
and facilitates investor meet- 
ups. In 2021, our seed investor 
in GroHydro proposed we join 
a project called Birrama, which 
is dedicated to revolutionis- 
ing the value chain from farm to 
table. With a focus on sustaina- 
bility, efficiency and community 
empowerment, we are redefining 
the way food is produced, distrib- 
uted and consumed. 

The region’s population is 
growing rapidly, and urbanisation 
is part of this evolution. Demand 
for food is increasing while farm- 
lands are being used for building 
cities. It means the fight to grow 
more with less is real. Introducing 
urban farming becomes crucial. 

I'm positive about the future of 
agritech in Africa. The agricultural 
sector holds immense potential 
for innovation and technological 
advancement. By harnessing the 
power of technology, agritech can 
transform the agricultural sector, 
increase productivity, improve 
livelihoods and contribute to sus- 
tainable development in Africa. 
birrama.com 


a 


Three other pioneering 
agricultural initiatives 
in Ethiopia 


Kidame Mart 
Based in Addis Ababa, Kidame 
Mart supports networks of rural 
female entrepreneurs who go 
door-to-door to sell high impact 
consumer goods, and also set up 
shops in market places to further 
distribute wares. The social 
enterprise has managed to 
increase the income of women 
who are part of the project by 36%. 
kidamemart.com 


Forested Foods 


Driven by a mission to conserve 
the world's most biodiverse 
ecosystems, Forested Foods 

partners with smallholder farmers 
to grow, process and market 

forest-based products to improve 
conservation and agriculture 
production, and promote an 
equitable world for forest-based 
communities. forested.co 


TechoServe 
Operating in the Majang Zone 
in Ethiopia's Gambela Region, 

TechnoServe looks to improve the 
livelihoods of smallholder coffee, 
honey and spice farmers, as well as 
enhance forest conservation. 

It does this by engaging with local 
governments, strengthening 
access to markets and improving 
agronomic practices. 
technoserve.org 
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GREAT ON PIZZA! 
DELICIOUS ON 
EVERYTHING ELSE... 


A COOKING AND 
FLAVOURING OIL, FOR 
PIZZA, PASTA, SALADS, 
STIR-FRY, BREAKFAST, 

FISH AND MEAT, 

MARINADES AND 

CHOCOLATE BASED 
DESSERTS. 
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Ethiopia by 


Joey Lawrence 
| | is available to 
“a 
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buy now at 
joeyl.com 


Photographer Joey Lawrence spent the Covid-19 lockdowns 
creating a mesmerising photobook that captures rural Ethiopia 


IT’S A SIGHT that’s commonplace in Ethiopia’s 
southern Omo Valley. A woman in traditional dress 
sits on the back of a motorbike, cradling a goat in her 
arms as she speeds through the lush, green valley. 
“She’s going to the market on a motorcycle taxi,” 
explains Canadian photographer Joey Lawrence 
(known professionally as Joey L). “She'll sell that 
goat when she gets there.” 

Lawrence has shot portraits of Hollywood stars 
Robert De Niro and Jennifer Lawrence for billboards 
and magazines. But in tandem with his commercial 
success, the snapper has been working on a passion 


project, celebrated in a book: Ethiopia. Lawrence has 
been visiting Ethiopia since 2008, when he was 18 
years old. He moved to Addis Ababa in 2019 with his 
Ethiopian wife, Kiya. Alongside her and two friends, 
who helped with translation and carrying a pop-up 
tent studio, Lawrence spent the Covid lockdowns 
capturing rural Ethiopia’s unique cultures. 

“When an Ethiopian Googles Ethiopia, most of 
the images don’t reflect what they see of their own 
country,” the photographer explains. “It’s important 
to correct the way that outsiders see the country, by 
creating a book that’s extremely dignified.” 
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Getting the 
green light 


From Ireland to East Africa, non-profit 
Vita is supporting access to cleaner air 
and water in Ethiopia’s rural 
communities. Sultan Abdurahiman 
George explains how 


IRISH NON-PROFIT Vita has been working in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea since 2005, with a focus on 
sustainable agriculture and climate action. But, as 
is the case for most non-profits, finding the 
financing can be an issue. A new model, the Vita 
Green Impact Fund, is eliminating that problem 
and delivering clean water and air to those in rural 
communities at the same time. Sultan 
Adburahiman George, head of the programme in 
Ethiopia, explains why this work is so crucial, and 
how it’s solving funding problems along the way. 


How does the Vita Green Impact 

Fund work? 

It is a €10 million, blended finance model backed 
by Irish venture philanthropists and US impact 
investors that will provide safe water and fuel- 
efficient cookstoves to 1.3 million people in rural 
Ethiopia and Eritrea. Clean water does not need to 
be boiled to make it safe, and improved cookstoves 
use 60% less wood. The less wood is burned, the 
more carbon emissions are saved. Each ton of 
carbon saved converts to a ton of carbon offsets. 
The fund will generate annual carbon emission 
savings of 685,000 tonnes, which are globally 
accredited and sold on voluntary carbon markets. 
Following repayment of investors, surplus profits 
are then reinvested in the communities. 
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Clockwise from 
above: The Vita 
Green Impact 
Fund puts 
women, who are 
often expected 
to cook and 
collect water, 

at its heart 


Why is the fund so important? 

In the rural part of the country, clean water access 
is low. Based on the recent assessment on the 
national level, more than 50% of water points are 
broken. We rehabilitate broken water points in 
order to create access to clean and safe water. 
This means it doesn’t have to be boiled. During the 
boiling, they cut or burn firewood from the forest, 
which releases emissions into the atmosphere so 
when we provide clean water, we’re reducing 
emissions. We also see, in the rural context of 
Africa, cooking with the traditional system means 
an open fire and using a lot of fuel. People are 
cutting down forest resources just to cook their 
food. Cookstove technology reduces the 
consumption of fuel goods by 60%. 


Vita states that this fund has women at its 
heart. How so? 

Women are the ones expected to cook 

the family food, to care for the children, collect the 
water and firewood. When the water points are 
broken, women are expected to travel long 
distances to collect water and are vulnerable to 
sexual harassment and gender-based violence. 
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I So, 


Vita 


Green 
Impact Fund 


Positive 
impact 


The bigger picture 

The UN's 2016-2030 
Sustainable Development 
Goals aim to provide water 
and energy for the entire 
world population by 2030. 
Currently: 


around the globe use 
traditional cookstoves, 
which emit excessive 
carbon and pollution 


globally live without electric 
light, either in darkness or 
by burning kerosene 


on the planet live without 
. access to clean water 
When it’s accessed nearby, 


they can easily collect and are By 2029, the Vita Green 

not expected to travel. [With Impact Fund/has sot the 
following targets: 

cookstoves], women benefit a 

lot too because they are the 

ones cooking the family food will be provided with 

and firewood consumption is sustainable access to clean 

minimal, so the frequency to Cte Uh 

collect the wood is reduced. 

They can then use that time to PMWINNEW-¥Siefailifer-TalalY 


do income-generating or social [UZeMe reticle ies oe Ta tale 
nae water pollution. Respiratory 
activities. 


illnesses caused by smoke 

pollution will be greatly 
What impact has the project [evelte-re aM nv-l-inereunl 
had so far? diseases that are spread by 


It’s provided almost 300,000 Ginty drinking Water 
people with clean water and 

access to a cookstove. More than 2 million tonnes 
of carbon dioxide emissions have also been saved. 
There is a positive impact on people’s health, 
livelihoods, income and also the climate. This 
model is community based, community driven and 
community led, so will be a model for other 
projects, in Ethiopia and in other countries. 
vitagreenimpactfund.com 


PHOTOS @VITA 
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TECHNOLOGY 


You’ve spent all day in the back of a 
Land Rover, peering through 


binoculars and trying not to move a 


muscle while you listen for distant 
roars or paws crunching through 
undergrowth... yet you’ve barely 
seen a single mammal. Sound 
familiar? This the best time of year 
to go on safari, with wildlife 
migrations in full swing and mostly 
dry conditions allowing plenty of 
visibility. And now, you can make 
sure you never have a day on safari 
without an animal sighting again - 
with a little help from technology. 
Download these apps onto your 
smartphone or tablet, and start 
tracking like a pro. 
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NamiBia 


Explore Etosha 
National Park like a 
professional safari 
guide with this 
navigation app. 

An interactive map 
(which is available 
offline) leads you 
to waterholes 
throughout 

the park — and 
when you get 
there, detailed 
information on the 
park's mammals is 
stored on the app. 
apple.com 


SOUTH 
AFR'Ca 


Birdwatchers, 
assemble. This 
app helps you 
recognise 1,001 
bird species and 
1,100 bird calls, with 
3,600 photographs 
to help you tick rare 
species off your list. 
You can even 
search for special 
attributes — bill type, 
size, tail shape - to 
identify interesting 
varieties of birds. 
mydigitalearth.com 


EaST AFR!Ca 


This might well 

be the most 
comprehensive 
safari app out 
there. Select your 
destination country 
— Kenya, Tanzania, 
South Africa, 
Botswana, Malawi, 
Namibia, Zambia or 
Zimbabwe — and 
browse and identify 
animals in your 
region, with a total 
of 544 species to 
learn about. 
sunbird.tv 


Tanzania 


Free to download, 
this tracking 

app focuses on 
Serengeti National 
Park and was built 
by scientists at 
Glasgow University 
in the UK. Share 
sightings, images 
and locations of 
animals you spot 
on its network, 
while helping 
scientists collect 
data to help with 
conservation. 
natural-apptitude. 
co.uk 


Log real-time 
wildlife sightings 
in Kruger and 
Pilanesberg 
National Parks on 
this app that then 
notifies you when 
the Big 5 are 
nearby — cutting 
down search time. 
It works offline and 
is built to load 
quickly in areas 
with patchy signal. 
latestsightings.com 
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October hails the beginning of 
the short rains in Tanzania's 
Great Rift Valley, feeding 
livestock, wildlife and indigenous 
hunter-gatherer communities. 
Terrat — a town near Tarangire 
National Park, where travellers 
flock to see the annual 
wildebeest migration — is home 
to a Maasai community who use 
land for grazing their cattle. Not 
long ago, the community was in 
conflict with neighbouring 
farmers, but today it's a peaceful 
place. This is largely thanks to 
the Ujamaa Community 
Resource Team (UCRT), which 
seeks to improve the lives of 
Tanzania's Maasai people by 
helping them to co-exist with 
their rapidly developing 
environment. UCRT created a 
land-use policy in Terrat in 2018, 
while also empowering Maasai 
women to own land, which is 
uncommon due to tribal 
traditions of early marriage and 
inheritance rights. “Land is life,” 
says community member Lea. 
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CWesti 


Move your family to 
the U.S in 12 weeks. 


with the O-1 Visa 


For people with exceptional ability in 
Arts, Science, Sports, Business, Television, 
Motion pictures 


y 
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Vesti is the leading migration technology company on the 
continent with offices in London, Dallas, Lagos and Accra. 
Learn more at wevesti.com 
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Hilda Baci 
Nigerian chef and recent winner of the Guinness World Record 
for longest cooking marathon: 92 hours and 11 minutes 


FROM 11-14 MAY, I cooked 
more than 100 meals, including 
edikaikong soup, jollof rice, asun 
(spicy goat) pasta and pancakes. 
These meals were served to 
friends, celebrities and everyone 
and anyone there who loved 
good food. 

I conceived of the idea for the 
cookathon five years ago, but it 
was only three years ago that | 
became sure I was going to do it. 
Some people tried to convince me 
that I didn’t need to, but I decided 
that it was going to happen. I just 
needed to actively work towards it 
— get a PR team and sponsors, do 
publicity rounds, get mentally fit — 
so that’s what I did. 

Breaking the Guinness World 
Record feels like a full-circle 
moment for me. It’s one thing to 
dream, but it’s quite another thing 
to see it through. Seeing that I’m 
able to achieve this has taught 
me lessons about perseverance 


People now 
recognise my 
culinary prowess 


and consistency. It has inspired 
me. It’s also proven instrumental 
in propelling forward my Lagos 
restaurant, MyFood by Hilda 
— significantly enhancing its 
visibility and reputation. People 
now recognise and appreciate 
my culinary prowess and 
they’re rooting for me. It is an 
overwhelming feeling. I wanted 
more attention for my business — 
to be taken seriously as a chef — 
and I got it. 

Several times before the 
cookathon, I came close to quitting 
when I saw the expenses I was 
generating. But my producer and 
my team were very invested in the 
project and it motivated me. My 
mother and friends encouraged 
me, too. 

During the cookathon, I was 
dealing with fear, anxiety and 
exhaustion. I was tired and wanted 
to sleep. I just wanted to go home. 
Everyone else seemed to be having 
a good time, while all I could 
do was stand there and cook. It 
felt like I was missing out on the 
experience, but I thought to myself: 
“You are the experience. Without 
you doing this, it can’t happen.” 
It helped me push through. 

Everyone that supported me 
played a vital role in my success. 
I’m still overjoyed. 
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Most football kick-ups 
done in one minute 
1 February, 2023 
Chinonso Eche, Nigeria 
At just 13 years old, this football 
freestyler became an internet 
sensation - and five-times Guinness 
World Record holder - for the most 
consecutive football touches in one 
minute while balancing a ball on his 
head. He set the record with 133 
touches in Milan, Italy, and dreams of 
becoming a professional footballer. 


Oldest man to swim 
the English Channel 
6 September, 2014 
Otto Thaning, South Africa 
Thaning successfully swam 34km 
from Shakespeare beach in Dover, 
UK, to Wissant Bay near Calais, in 
France, at the age of 73 years and 
177 days old. He managed it in what 
must have been a gruelling 12 hours 
and 52 minutes - and no doubt was 
met with a hearty meal of wine, 
cheese and a crusty baguette 
on the other end. 


Most studio albums 
ever released 
1992 
Fela Kuti, Nigeria 
Afrobeats pioneer Fela Kuti recorded 
a whopping 46 albums as a solo 
artist, over the course of a career that 
spanned 23 years. His first album 
was recorded in 1969, and the last in 
1992. The singer's music continues to 
be influential, recently sampled by 
US artists Bilal and Common. 
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Female seaweed 
harvesters in Zanzibar 
are spearheading eco- 
minded skincare that’s 
inspired by the ocean 


REACH THE WHITE-and-turquoise 
coastline of the Tanzanian island town of 
Paje and you'll see something even more 
special than the pristine sand, swaying 
palms and gentle surf. 

Lines of rope-grown seaweed, marked 
out by driftwood sticks poked into the 
shallow ocean water, are tended to by 
women dressed in sky-blue dresses and 
head wraps — leaning over the emerald- 
green crops that oscillate in the current. 

These are the Mwani Mamas, a new 
offshoot of the Seaweed Centre of Paje. 
While seaweed farming is commonplace 
on Zanzibar’s Indian Ocean coastline 
— 23,000 women here do this profession 
— the Mwani Mamas are the first 
company in the archipelago to farm 
seaweed and process it into handcrafted 
skincare. It’s also the first enterprise to 
offer mentorship for female seaweed 
farmers to pursue further careers, 
providing training in literacy, biology 
and chemistry. 

“Working at Mwani is not just a job 
but also a communal way of thinking,” 
says the company’s director Klaartje 
Schade. “It takes three to five years to 
train each farmer to become an artisan. 
We ask ourselves to do better every day, 
for our environment and communities.” 

Thanks to their sustainable approach, 
the Mamas have a minimal carbon 
footprint and help to safeguard the coast 
from unregulated fishing. The reward for 
land dwellers is a range of ethically made 
soaps, scrubs, body butters and oils — all 
infused with the glowing properties of 
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seaweed. The handcut soaps take nine 
weeks to make. Packed with amino acids 
and proteins, they are a go-to remedy for 
customers with skin complaints such as 
eczema. The high quality of the products 
only makes it easier to support the 
Mwani Mamas’ livelihoods. 

“In Swahili we say Mtu ni Watu — ‘a 
person is people’,” says Schade. “We all 
need to set an example that carries us 
forward together as a collective.” 
mwanizanzibar.com 


Clockwise from above: 
Mwani Mamas harvest 
seaweed to turn into 
handcut soap 
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United Nations Conference Centre 
Addis Ababa 


One-Stop Venue— 


Take the hassle out 
of event co-ordination 


With our venue, event organizers 
can save time and effort, as they 
can find everything they need. 


Rooms ’ Top-tier AS Hybrid, virtual Simultaneous 

tailored for all catering or in-person interpretation 

event types services conferences service 
i a Me a —— 


in Ne 


a La oS 


Contact us today and see how we 
can help you create a memorable event 


eca-uncc-aa@un.org 


CULTURE 


Avant-garde art talks, 
quick-step dance 
performances, catwalks 
popping with colourful 
prints. To experience the 
best of contemporary 
African culture this 
autumn, there’s no better 
place to be than 

the UK capital. Globally 
renowned cultural spaces, 
from the Neoclassical arts 
hub Somerset House to 
historic indie cinema the 
Ritzy, are celebrating 
African talent in all its 
forms. Time your visit 
perfectly and you might 
be able to hit up all five of 
these not-to-miss events. 
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Touching on music, 
photography, art and 
design, this Somerset 
House exhibition charts 
the evolution of Black 
British style from the 
1970s to today — and 
shows how it has 
influenced wider British 
fashion, from catwalks 
and nightclubs to 
interior design. 
somersethouse.org.uk 


Head to Brixton’s Ritzy 
Picturehouse cinema 
for this annual film 
festival celebrating 
Pan-African and 
diaspora cinema, 
welcoming African 
screenwriters, directors 
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and actors based all 
over the world. 
londonpaff.com 
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Award-winning South 
African dance company 
Via Katlehong returns to 
performing arts mecca 
Sadler's Wells, mixing 
house and breakdance 
styles with pantsula, an 
energetic dance form 
that originated in 

the townships of 
Johannesburg - all to 
the beats of a live, 
on-stage DJ. 
danceumbrella.co.uk 


The world's first 

and only international 
fair dedicated to 
contemporary African 
art returns to Somerset 
House for its 10th 
anniversary, showcasing 
artwork from the world's 
leading African art 
galleries, plus panel 
discussions and 

artist talks. 
1-54.com/london 


Europe's largest fashion 
event dedicated to 
African talent sashays 
back to the UK capital, 
bringing with it catwalk 
shows, design 
masterclasses, 
networking sessions 
and a fantastic food hall 
tempting you in with 
delectable African 

and Caribbean morsels. 
africafashion 
weeklondonuk.com 
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IMMERSIVE 
CREATIONS 


Ready for a walk on the wild 
side? Until 14 January 2024, 
Tokyo-based art collective 
teamLab is hosting an 
immersive exhibition at the 
MegaBox shopping mall in 
Hong Kong. Dubbed teamLab 
Future Park, the digital 
amusement park spans six, 
multi-sensory areas, each 
hailing from a different place 
around the globe and covering 
929m? of whacky fun. In ‘Sliding 
through the Fruit Field’ you'll 
glide through the augmented- 
reality orchard, covered with 
digital fruits ‘growing’ ona 
slope. See your sketch made 
into a virtual 3D artwork in 
“Sketch Town Papercraft’, or 
bounce on colourful balls in the 
‘Light Ball Orchestra’ to craft 
unique sounds. Our advice? 
Grab your ticket early. This 
one's bound to be a sell-out. 
futurepark.teamlab.art 
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Above: Simon 
Skinner's afro combs 


are beautiful symbols 
of history and pride 
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Reinventing 


the afro 
comb 


Have you ever taken a 


moment to appreciate the 
humble afro pick? 


THE AFRO COMB (or afro pick) is a 
must-have for Africans and the African 
diaspora around the world, but we often 
take its design for granted. 

Enter Simon Skinner, a Stockholm- 
based designer who is seeking to “elevate 
the afro pick from an object of utility into 
an exclusive beauty tool”. 

The afro comb is enveloped in a deep 
history. Wooden combs with embellished 
handles often served as status symbols in 
traditional African societies. During the 
US civil rights movement, Blank Panthers 
wore combs in their hair to express pride 
and to reject Eurocentric ideals of beauty. 

“The afro comb reminds us of our 
self-worth and channels a collective 
awareness across the African diaspora,” 
says Skinner. These aren't just combs 
— they’re objects that reflect the past, 
present and future. 

Skinner’s collection was highlighted at 
the Young Swedish Design Talent 2019 
exhibition in Stockholm and his work is 


exhibited at the Swedish Nationalmuseum. 


His latest project, Syntax, is a collection of 
resin afro combs, handcasted 
in his studio and available to 
order on his website. Syntax 
is a love letter to afro combs, 
a visually dynamic range with 
each item carefully named. 
“My favourite piece has to 
be the red Monument comb,” 
Skinner reveals. “It’s an 
elevated version of the classic 
combs my mum gave me 
when I was young. It’s chunky 
and heavy in your hand and is 
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mainly intended as a home accessory.” 
Skinner finds inspiration by tracing back 
personal memories, like his mother doing 
his hair when he was a child. 

“To me, the afro pick symbolises pride 
over my hair, who I am and my origins,” 
he explains. “I’ve always cherished this 
particular hair tool, but feel it’s rarely 
presented in a modern context. The 
afro comb historically was a cultural 
object of status and desire, and it’s a 
vessel for stories from the African 
diaspora. I wanted to highlight its history 
and at the same time investigate what 
similar values it could embody in a 
modern and future context.” 

Syntax is a good reminder 
of the part that design plays 
in our self-care and beauty 
rituals. As Skinner explains, 
these rituals are especially 
powerful because they 
are “where we face our 
vulnerabilities to find 
strength”. And what could 
be stronger than the faithful 
comb? 
simonskinner.co 
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Kids travel for free 


on our direct service from 
Heathrow Central* to London Paddington 


Our trains offer a non-stop journey, comfortable 
seats, plenty of luggage space and complimentary Wi-Fi. 
Plus kids 15 years or under travel FREE** when 
accompanied by a full fare paying adult. 


SCAN HERE 
TO BOOK: 


Speak to a representative located at the 
station today or visit Heathrowexpress.com Heathrow 
Express 


“Heathrow Terminals 2 & 3.**For terms and conditions visit: www.heathrowexpress.com/kidstravelfree 
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Prince !Gaoseb 
Backrow forward representing the Namibia team at the 
upcoming Rugby World Cup in France 


I FIRST FELL IN LOVE with 
rugby union because of my late 
brother. As a boy growing up in 
Namibia, I watched him play the 
game and, as is often the case 
being the younger sibling, you 
want to try it. Little did I know 
that playing rugby would open 
so many doors for me to travel 
around the world — to places 
like Japan, South Africa, Israel, 
and now to France for the Rugby 
World Cup. 

As one of the smaller nations 
at the tournament we know it’s 
going to be tough, especially being 
in the same group as New Zealand 
and France, as well as Italy and 
Uruguay. But we are looking to 
win one or two games and really 
want to show that Namibian 
rugby is all about playing with 
pride and being brave. 

And there is also a bigger pic- 
ture beyond the onfield results. 


oe 
The World Cup is a great 
platform to showcase 


the rugby talent we 
have in Namibia 
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Namibia doesn’t get to play 
against Tier 1 nations that often 
and only plays a handful of tests 
every year — something World 
Rugby should really address. So, 
the World Cup is a great platform 
to showcase the talent we have in 
Namibia to a global audience and 
to youngsters in Namibia. If we 
can inspire the next generation of 
Namibians to take up rugby, then 
the game will grow in the country 
and become stronger. 

If I have one piece of advice for 
young players, it’s to be a student 
of the game. Rugby is evolving at 
a rapid pace. There are new laws 
being passed all the time, so famil- 
iarise yourself with those and be 
really goal orientated. 

While it’s a huge honour 
for me and the team to play for 
Namibia at the World Cup, we 
are also representing Africa as a 
whole. The South African rugby 
team has showed how rugby 
can unite people and that should 
really be the case across Africa. 

Africa should stand united 
behind the African teams in the 
World Cup. So, support Namibia 
and support the Springboks. With 
the whole of Africa behind us I’m 
sure we will do you proud and 
have a great World Cup. 


SCRUM FOR 
SUCCESS 
We look at Africa’s 


greatest moments at 
the Rugby World Cup 


Leading the way 
New Zealand, 1987 
Zimbabwe became the first African 
team to play at the World Cup 
when they competed at the 
inaugural competition in New 
Zealand in 1987. Their best 
performance came against 
Romania, with the Africans losing 
by just one point. 


Mandela magic 
South Africa, 1995 

After being banned from playing at 
the first two tournaments because 
of apartheid, South Africa won the 
World Cup on home turf in 1995. In 

what is the most famous game in 
the sport's history, the final saw the 

Springboks being spurred on by 

Nelson Mandela, who wore the 
once divisive Bok colours to unite 
the ‘Rainbow Nation’. 


Bok again 
Japan, 2019 


South Africa won its third World 
Cup in Japan in 2019, with the 
inspirational Siya Kolisi becoming 
the first Black Springbok captain 
to lift the trophy, having gone on 
a remarkable journey from 
a poverty-stricken township to 
rugby superstardom. 
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Kamuzu 3S. Academy 


Kamuzu Academy is a selective, co-educational boarding school in Malawi 
for students aged | 1-18, teaching Cambridge IGCSEs and A levels. 
The school occupies a large purpose built campus two hours north of the capital city Lilongwe, 
with outststanding recreational, academic and sporting facilities. Excellent academic results and extra-curricular 
opportunities together with outstanding pastoral care, produce Future Leaders for Africa. 


e: admissions@ka.ac.mw «Educating the Whole Child” t: 00 265 999971196 
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London’s V&A exhibition, 
Africa Fashion, is showing 
at the Brooklyn Museum 


‘ASO LANKI, KI ATO KI ENIYAN’ means 
‘We greet dress before we greet its wearer’. 
While this Yoruba proverb would make a 
good strapline for a Nigerian fashion 
magazine, it’s actually the title of a 
post-modern, Afrofuturist collection 
from fashion designer Adeju Thompson. 
Featured in the V&A’s Africa Fashion 
exhibition in London earlier this year, it’s 
now showing at the Brooklyn Museum in 
New York until 22 October. 

It’s just one of many stand-out 
moments in an ambitious show that covers 
45 designers from over 20 countries, and 
looks at wider themes that underpin their 
use of materials and sense of style. 

“The African fashion scene didn’t 
appear overnight,” says curator Dr 
Christine Checinska. “The exhibition 
presents it as a self-defining art form that 
reveals the richness and diversity of 
African histories and cultures.” 

Rather than trying to cover the whole 
continent, the show picks certain 
designers and pieces that demonstrate 
these cultures. For example, a shocking- 
pink shawl by Cameroonian couturier 
Imane Ayissi demonstrates how 
“deceptively simple” silhouettes can 
convey a sense of status. “With any of the 
traditionally wrapped garments like the 


Acclaimed chef Nana 
Araba Wilmot runs this 


Ghanaian supper club. 

Expect grilled suya beef 

skewers, jollof rice and 
fire-roasted plantain. 
georginasfoods.com 
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Reserve one of 12 seats at 
this Nigerian pop-up dinner, 
where chef Ayo Balogun 
creates four courses of hot 
pepper soup and briléed 
plantain in Brooklyn. 
deptofculturebk.com 


African superfoods and 
recipes join forces with 
modern eating at the Africa 
Center in Harlem, where 
you can have okra, jollof 
and Senegalese mafe 
sauce. itsteranga.com 
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Above: A creation 
by designer 

Imane Ayissi 

Left: A Gouled 
Ahmed self portrait 
at Africa Fashion 


agbada, the toghu or the grand boubou, 
you have to stand tall in order to wear 
them,” explains Dr Checinska, “so you get 
the sense of appreciation of a strong 
woman standing tall with poise.” 

Elsewhere in the exhibition, the 
sapeurs of the Congo (known for their 
French dandy-like styles) feature, as do 
fabulous accessories inspired by Ethiopian 
and Kenyan jewellery. 

And there are unexpectedly minimalist 
moments as well, such as from Rwandan 
fashion house Moshions, known for its 
monochrome re-imaginings of traditional 
Umwitero sashes. 

“We hope it will spark a renegotiation 
of the geography of fashion and become a 
game-changer for the field,” Dr Checinska 
points out. 
brooklynmuseum.org 
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IMANE AYISSI), GOULED AHMED (BORN DJIBOUTI, 1992). SELF-PORTRAIT, ADDIS FOAM, ETHIOPIA, 2017. COURTESY OF THE ARTIST 


Braeburn Garden Estate 
Summum Appeto 


Confident 
Individuals 


Our welcoming and supportive community, helps you Foster 
lifelong friendships, whilst our dedicated leaders inspire and 


> 

3 3 Learners 

= Gee guide you along your educational journey, preparing you for 
Future success. 


For enquiries: enquiries.garden@braeburn.ac.ke 
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Off Kiambu Road, Garden Estate Road, Nairobi 
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Boutique 


boltholes 


Whether they’ve got the perfect rooftop pool or a 
boundary-breaking restaurant, our favourite hotels this 
month are sometimes small, but always perfectly formed 


Page8, London 


Sophisticated haven 


You won't find a more centrally 
situated, yet swish and 
affordable, London hotel than 
Page8. Its original outpost is in 
Hong Kong and its industrial- 
chic décor, minimalist bedrooms 
and sophisticated rooftop bar all 
offer the kind of classy stay that 
you'd expect in any international 
hub city. Throughout the 
property, the attention to detail 
is palpable. The signature blend 
served at the smart coffeehouse 
allegedly took six months to 
curate; lion doorknocks recall 
the statues in neighbouring 
Trafalgar Square. And its 
seductive, late-night Japanese 
restaurant is one of London's 
best-kept secrets. 
pagehotels.com 
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Xenodocheio Milos, Athens 


World-class dining 


It's no surprise that the world- 
renowned estiatoro Milos dining 
group's first hotel has one hell 
of a restaurant. Chef Costas 
Spiliadis has taken classic Greek 
dining to Montreal, London, 
Dubai and more, but brings the 
basics of his country’s bounty 
back to home turf at this hotel's 
seafood restaurant. When you're 
not slurping on sublimely fresh 
oysters or sipping on cocktails in 
the sexy, low-lit bar, retreat to 
pared-back Athenian luxury in 
one of 43 rooms. The neutral 
colour palette, wide wooden 
floorboards and marble 
bathrooms are of the utmost 
quality and were almost all 
sourced within Greece. 
xenodocheiomilos.com 


Trademark Hotel, Nairobi 
Urban escape 


Modern, creative and business 
savvy sum up the vibe (and the 
typical clientele) of this Kenyan 
skyscraper. Located in the 
upmarket Gigiri neighbourhood 
in Nairobi, the urban retreat is 
inspired by the Kenyan capital's 
cultural and creative scene. It’s 
all reflected in sleek, modern 
touchpoints, bold-print 
furnishings, stand-out local 
artwork and a fabulous rooftop 
infinity pool, with views that 
stretch across the skyline and to 
the treetops beyond. Make time 
for a coffee detox body polish 
and massage at the Kaya spa, 
before heading to the nextdoor 
Village Market to explore 
boutique shops and cafés. 
trademark-hotel.com 
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As the esports industry skyrockets globally, initiatives in Kenya, Nigeria 
and South Africa are creating an environment for gamers to compete on 
the continent — and beyond. We shadow East Africa’s first female pro 

gamer at Africa’s biggest esports tournament, Gamr X 
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Left: Crowds go 
wild at the recent 


t could be a warehouse rave. Booming 
EDM shakes the walls, while circular 
spotlights and pixel lights shine a 
kaleidoscope of colours across a 
dark hall. But the hundreds of young 
people streaming into the plush hall at 
the Eko Convention Centre in Lagos 
are there for a more serious business: 
to play some video games. 

For the professional gamers 
attending today, 7.5 million naira 
(US$9,800) is up for grabs. Lit by neon-purple light, 
a young woman dressed in a Red Bull cap focuses her 
gaze. Digitalised martial artists bounce rhythmically 
on the screen that glows in front of her, preparing for 
battle. Sylvia Gathoni — an up-and-coming esports 
athlete known in gaming circles as QueenArrow — 
is preparing to play a final round of Tekken 7 against 
one of Africa’s most decorated fighting game 
champions, General Zod. 

Not long ago, this all would have been an 
impossible dream. Although gaming has been 
a part of the social fabric in Nigeria, and across 
Africa, for decades, gamers never had a place to 
compete — until now. Taking place on 17 June, 
2023, this is the second edition of Gamr X, Africa’s 
largest esports tournament and a game changer 
for aspiring esports athletes from Lagos and 
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beyond. Scores of competitors huddle together 
playing games on consoles and mobile phones. 
A large screen projects the most popular games to a 
captive audience, with live commentary rising over 
the sound of their cheers. 

Video games are as popular here as anywhere 
else across the globe, but this subculture has long 
been left behind in African countries. In Europe, 
North America, China and South Korea, gaming 
is an established competitive sport that’s growing 
rapidly — with the global esports market estimated 
to be worth almost US$3bn by 2025. Gaming is the 
world’s highest-grossing entertainment industry, 
making more than music and film combined. 

Africa’s gaming market is growing at an annual 
rate of 12%. But African gamers face challenges that 
are barely on the radar for players in other parts of 
the world. Game servers, which host online games 
and (along with a strong internet connection) are 
responsible for smooth streaming during a game, 
are painfully scarce. Internet connectivity is patchy 
across the continent. Both are crucial for taking part 
in international competitions, yet South Africa is the 
only African country that has a server. 

And while broadband connectivity is improving in 
general, only around 36% of Africans currently have 
access to the internet. As a consequence, African 
gamers often don’t have the connectivity required to 


Gamr X event 
held at the Eko 
Convention 
Centre in Lagos 
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Here: Gamr X 

in Lagos featured 
2,000 gamers 
from 15 African 
countries 

Top right: 
Gaming has 
increasingly 
become a fun 
spectator sport 
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HEADING TO 
NAIROBI? 


If you're visiting 
QueenArrow's home 
city of Nairobi, it's easy 
to gameify your trip... 


Hyper Game Zone 
VR experiences, video 
games, bowling and 
trampolines are all 
under the same roof 
in Stellato Mall. 
instagram.com/ 
hypergamezoneke 


Tribe 

Part of Village Market, a 
shopping district 
packed with game 
cafés and arcades, this 
five-star, design-led 
hotel defines 
contemporary tribal 
design (and has 
outstanding dining). 
tribe-hotel.com 
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compete internationally, and have to travel outside 
the continent to participate in competitions. The 
prohibitive cost of overseas travel means that playing 
professionally in esports feels like a fairy tale for 
most African gamers. Meanwhile, gaming champions 
in North America can earn millions of dollars 
per year, even outpacing pro cyclists, golfers and 
wrestlers — swapping clubs and bikes for consoles 
and computers. 

But change is here. Events like Gamr X, as well as 
the World Connected Series — a competition hosted 
by the Singapore-based Global Esports Federation in 
Lagos for Sub-Saharan competitors — are creating 
new avenues for African gamers to compete among 
themselves. “Gaming has been in existence for a long 
time but it has not been perceived as ‘cool’. So for us, 
revolutionising that negatively perceived culture of 
gaming and esports is important,” says Eniola Edun, 
CEO of Gamr, the parent company of Gamr X. 

A gamer herself, Edun left her tech company 
job to build the infrastructure needed for a pan- 
African gaming tournament, alongside co-founders 
Seyi Fakoya and Kunmi Adenipebi. When Covid- 
19 hit in 2020, an opportunity for Africa’s fledging 
gaming and esports industry arose among the 
chaos. As young people turned to online gaming for 
entertainment and socialising, the foundations were 
laid for Gamr X. 

The stereotype of gaming as a male pursuit — 
which persists around the world — is alive and well in 
Africa, too. Due to social norms and discrimination, 
female gamers can face even more obstacles, but 
Edun is dedicated to creating a space for equality 
with Gamr X. “This generation, we are bullish, we 
will stand up for what we want,” she says. 

For Gathoni, gamers are gamers, no matter 
their real-world identity. Having played video 
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DO YOU KNOW THESE AFRICAN DESTINATIONS FROM PLAYING VIDEO GAMES? 


Ancient sites 

Assassin's Creed 

Visit Egypt's world-famous 
Sphinx and Pyramids and 
you might recognise the 
landscape from this 
role-playing video game, 


set in the time of Cleopatra. 
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Landmark skyscrapers 
Nairobi X 

The year is 2030 and 
Kenya's capital is being 
invaded by aliens. Fight 
them off from the KICC 
helipad and Times Tower 
in Kenya's first 3D game. 


Supersized wildlife 
Overwatch 

Lagos and Nigeria’s 
elephant-filled Yankari 


» Game Reserve set the 


scene for this game, 
in which robots and 
humans come to blows. 


HAIR AND MAKE-UP VICTOR, ACE OF FACE AND HAIR FIXER/PRODUCTION ELPHAS NGUGI 


games since the age of three, she is Kenya’s first 
female pro gamer and the first female player in 
East Africa to get a global brand endorsement — 
from video game developer Exit Games. Add to 
the fact that Gathoni was the first Kenyan esports 
athlete to feature on Forbes magazine’s 30 Under 30 
list, and the first Red Bull athlete in Kenya, and it’s 
no surprise that she’s aiming for the top. That’s when 
she’s not studying for her law degree in her home 
city, Nairobi. 

“My body of work speaks for itself,” she says. “I 
soon hope to be one of the best Tekken players in 
the world — not just in Africa. I want to show that 
esports is for everybody, regardless of where you're 
from, your gender or your race.” 

She launches into a King-of-the-Hill tournament 
where five other competitors — all men — fight 
against each other to play against her in the final set. 
Watching it play out, Gathoni exudes optimism about 
the future of esports in Africa. 

“Having this kind of tournament is a dream 
come true,” she says. “Gaming is becoming a more 
valid and respected career path, in Nairobi, Lagos, 
Johannesburg, Cape Town. Young people are starting 
to see the kinds of doors it can open for them. 

"My generation is looking for more fulfilling 
career paths that don’t necessarily mean 9-5. As long 
as gaming and esports make people happy, I don’t see 
what the harm is in letting people decide what path 
is best for them.” 

When it comes to esports, Africa is getting closer 
to standing shoulder-to-shoulder with the rest 
of the world. While the lack of servers remains a 
major problem, game developers and tournament 
organisers are proving that a large, thriving 
community of gamers exists on the continent. It’s a 
vital step towards Africa becoming an essential part 
of the global esports ecosystem. 

“When esports becomes culturally accepted, 
it is very easy to build infrastructure around 
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that... getting investors, getting sponsors, getting 
companies to put their eyes on it,” explains Dominion 
Eromosele, senior community manager at Carrylst, a 
South Africa-based games developer. 

For Eromosele, the future of gaming in Africa is 
playing out on smartphones. The trajectory of mobile 
gamers there is skyrocketing. In 2015, there were 77 
million gamers in Sub-Saharan Africa. By 2021, the 
number had more than doubled, hitting 186 million. 

Now, 95% of African gamers play on their 
smartphones. Around the world, mobile games 
accounted for more than half of the global gaming 
market in 2022 and it is estimated that it will bring 
in US$235bn in revenue by 2030. 

With the rise of smartphones, tablets, high-speed 
internet and faster download speeds, mobile games 
are only becoming more sophisticated and accessible. 
In Africa, at least 13 countries now have internet 
speeds of over 25 megabits per second (mbps), 
opening up a world of online meetings, on-demand 
videos, music streaming and of course, gaming. 

“Africa is largely mobile-first and the good thing 
about that is we can build games and esporting 
culture all through the mobile-first approach,” 
says Eromosele. “Plus, due to the lower-resolution 
graphics, players on mobile phones in Africa can 
interact better with international players than their 
counterparts playing on consoles.” 

So what is the next step when it comes to 
the local gaming scene? It's all about African 
representation within video games, as well as in 
esports tournaments. 

“I hope to see proper African representation 
in character design and backgrounds, to prove 
that Africa is equal within the esports scene,” says 
Gathoni. “Japanese developers have gone out of their 
way to include African players in tournaments like 
the Tekken World Tour and Capcom Pro Tour. Next, 
I hope to see that representation in the games that 
we play.” gamr.africa 
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Left: The stage is 
set at the Gamr X 
event in Lagos. 


Below left: All 


hail the queen 
- Sylvia Gathoni 
arrives at Gamr X 
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Ethiopian endurance runners have long 
experienced extraordinary success in competitions 
around the world. You can find out their secret by 

going for a jog on the fabled Mount Entoto 


Words Hannah Borenstein IIlustration Kate Evans/Folio Art 
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AWNS ON MOUNT 
Entoto are brisk. The 
air is crisp and thin, and 
the peak is shrouded in 
mist. Sometimes there 
is frost on the ground. 
Almost every morning, elite and aspiring runners 
zigzag between the eucalyptus trees, perched at 
an elevation of 3,000m. On some weekend 
mornings, residents run, jog and walk around 
Entoto Natural Park, hoping to beat a personal 
best. And every now and then, the Great Ethiopian 
Run (GER), which stages the biggest annual road 
race in Africa, holds popular, free 5ks around the 
park, called Entoto Park Runs. 

The highest peak in the Entoto Mountains, 
immediately north of the Ethiopian capital, is 
steeped in myth and legend. When Emperor 
Menelik II seized the throne in the late 19th 
century, he moved his palace some 145km from 
Ankober to Mount Entoto, so he could overlook 
the newly named city, Addis Ababa (meaning ‘new 
flower’ in Amharic). The emperor had eucalyptus 
trees imported from Australia, which rapidly 
grew throughout the 20th century. They served 
as building materials and wood fuel, making the 
mountain crucial to the success of the capital city. 


ADDIS ABABA 


But Entoto has never been for the faint of heart. 
Legend has it that Menelik II’s wife, Empress Taytu 
Betul, complained so much of the cold morning 
temperatures that she had to move downhill — but 
the sometimes-hostile conditions have turned the 
mountain into hallowed ground for long-distance 
runners seeking global stardom. 

Ethiopian athletes speculate about the highest 
point on the chilly mountain. Because the forest 
terrain is undulating, some believe that the altitude 
reaches 3,500m (although official figures cap it 
at 3,200m). Older women trek up and down the 
mountain with gravity-defying piles of eucalyptus 
wood strapped on their back to sell at the base of 
the mountain. Athletes marvel at these workers, 
noting that running on Entoto makes it feel like 
you’ve got extra weight strapped on. It’s a place 
that makes you tough. But once you’ve mastered 
it, other training environments feel lighter than air 
in comparison. 

Over the past few decades, Ethiopian runners 
have incorporated Mount Entoto into their 
training plans. Former athlete and top coach Haji 
Adilo notes that training there is important both 
physically and psychologically. 

“The athletes know this is a special place,” 
says Adilo, who coached recent World Champion 
marathon winners Gotytom Gebreslase and Lelisa 
Desisa. “Training here is an important step in 
athlete development.” From Olympic champions 
to young club runners, breathing the revered, 


September - October 2023 049 


Bonamy Private Travel 


Life-changing African safaris, sensational 


experiences and epic memories 
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high-altitude mountain air while training is seen as 
vital for success. 

If anyone can attest to Entoto’s special power, 
it’s Ethiopian running legend Haile Gebrselassie. 
Originally from Asella, 165km away in central 
Ethiopia, Gebreselassie found Entoto to be a 
welcome training ground when he moved to 
Addis Ababa some 30 years ago. In his long career 
since, he has won two Olympic gold medals and 
four World Championship titles, and set 27 world 
records in distances from 1,500m to the marathon. 

For years, Gebreselassie trained in Entoto’s vast 
forest three times per week, his name becoming 
intertwined with the mountain’s. “But it’s not just 
for running that Entoto is special,” he says. “Nature 
like this, especially so close to the city, is precious.” 
Yet until recently, few roads led to Entoto, 


MOUNTAIN COMFORTS 


Stay Eat 
Kuriftu Entoto Adventure Park 
Choose between glamping or 
sleeping in luxury at Kuriftu Entoto 
Adventure Park, surrounded by 
eucalyptus trees at the heart of Mount 
Entoto. kurifturesorts.com/entoto 


Fresh Corner Kitchen 

Fuel up on caffeine at Garden of 
Coffee, a café with its own roastery on 
the mountain, or snack on farm-to-fork 
lunches at Fresh Corner Kitchen's new 
Entoto Natural Park branch. 


and it was a difficult place to visit. In October 
2020, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
inaugurated Entoto Natural Park, with the aim of 
boosting Ethiopia’s tourism sector, and providing 
recreational opportunities to both visitors and 
locals. The park itself is free to enter, with fees to 
use the recreational facilities: a trampoline park, 
climbing wall, zipline and playground. There are 
coffee shops, restaurants and spas. Visitors can 
even sleep in mountain hotels, exposed to Entoto’s 
challenging but special air, and stargaze while 
hyenas cackle in the distance. 

With the new infrastructure in place, mass 
racing was the natural next addition to the park. 
Richard Nerurkar, Gebrselassie’s business partner 
and former professional runner for Great Britain, 
saw the new park as an opportunity for casual 
runners in Ethiopia. “The economy in Addis has 
developed very fast,” he explains. “With that has 
come an understanding of health and exercise. 
There are countless gyms in Ethiopia, but there is 
not much green space in the city, so we thought 
this could fill a gap.” 

Nerurkar hosted the first Entoto Park Run 
in March 2021, based on the popular Parkrun 
movement in the UK. Those volunteer-run 
5k races are free and take place every week, 
forming the blueprint for similar runs in Entoto 
Natural Park. 


Do 

Entoto activities 

Not much of a runner? There are 
countless options for keeping active 
on Mount Entoto. Look out for 
paintball, archery, GoKart racing and 
horse riding. 
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Entoto Park, with 


its distinctive 
observation 
deck, offers 
magnificent 
views over 
Addis Ababa 
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Ethiopian 
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international 
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destinations 
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The free park runs were able to come together so 
quickly in Entoto Natural Park because the GER 
was already such an established entity in Ethiopia. 
What started as a single race in 2000 has now 
grown to an event management company that has 
staged over 100 races around Ethiopia since. 

In 2023, the GER’s famous annual 10k 
race will be held on 19 November, bringing 
thousands of runners to Addis Ababa. Some 
competitors try to make a name for themselves in 
the elite ranks, while others simply attend to 
reach the finish line, dancing along the way with 
their friends. 

“It’s a good opportunity for younger athletes,” 
Gebrselassie explains. “They don’t need to get 
visas and they can test out where they are in their 
training, while running with Olympic champions 
and world record holders. And many, after they 
win, become the best international runners.” 

A look at some past winners proves his point. 
The first year, Berhane Adere won the GER 
women’s race, going on to win the 10,000m race 
at the 2003 World Athletics Championships. In 
2015, Tamirat Tola won the GER, and in 2022 


Ethiopian Abebe Bikila 
was the first Black 
African to win an 
Olympic Gold medal in 
1960, when he won the 
marathon barefoot 


In 1992, Derartu Tulu 
became the first Black 
African woman to win 
an Olympic Gold, 
winning the 10,000m 
in Barcelona 


In 2022, the GER 
hosted over 40,000 
runners, four times that 
of the first edition 


Addis Ababa lies at an 
elevation of 2,355m, 
the fifth highest capital 
in the world 


became the marathon winner of the World 
Athletics Championships. Selemon Barega, who 
took first place at the GER in 2017, brought 
the 10,000m Olympic gold medal back to Ethiopia 
in 2021. 

Long-distance runner Tsigie Gebreselama 
moved from the Tigray region to Addis Ababa to 
train, and won the GER in 2021. “So many athletes 
come out of winning the GER and find a lot of 
success,” she says. “It’s a really big deal. If you can 
win a competition here, you can win anywhere. It 
was a big moment in my career.” She now hopes to 
be an Olympic medal contender. 

To most of us, racing a 10k on the streets of 
Addis Ababa -— still at an elevation of 2,355m above 
sea level — would be a daunting task. But to the 
runners who have conquered Mount Entoto, the 
air feels lighter. They carry themselves with ease, 
energised by the mystical properties of Entoto. 
Winning on the streets of Ethiopia, and in capital 
cities worldwide, often begins with those early, 
crisp mornings between the eucalyptus trees, on 
that misty and mythological terrain. 
ethiopianrun.org 
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After years of petitioning from the 
local Ethiopian community, there is 
now a designated ‘Little Ethiopia’ 
neighbourhood in Washington, DC. 
It’s best explored via your palate, on a 
walking tour of its celebrated eateries 


Words Takera Gholson Photos Scott Sudhman 
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en minutes’ drive north of the 
White House, there’s an area 
between 9th and 11th Streets 
dotted with restaurants specialising 
in fermented injera and spicy 
vegetable stews. They’re easily 
spotted thanks to their vibrant 
green, yellow and red colours — 
the same shades as found on the 
Ethiopian flag. Between century-old 
jazz clubs and buzzy barbershops, 
the area’s longest-established community diners 
share block space with Industrial Bank, the oldest 
Black-owned bank in DC; Lee’s Flower Shop, 
the city’s oldest Black-owned florist; and the 
famous Ben’s Chili Bowl, home to Washington, 
DC’s original half-smoke hot dog and beloved by 
celebrities and presidents since 1958. 

Ethiopian immigrants first started arriving in 
Washington, DC following newly formed diplomatic 
relations in 1904. By then, the Shaw neighbourhood 
— where the majority of the Ethiopian community 
first settled — was already becoming an established 
cultural sanctuary among the wider Black 
community. Once known as ‘Black Broadway’, 
U Street is anchored by Howard Theatre in Shaw 
and the famed Howard University, one of the oldest 
Black universities in the US. 

“A lot of Ethiopians came to DC as diplomats,” 
explains Christian Mirasol, a DC Metro Food Tour 
guide who leads tours of Little Ethiopia. “With 
the civil rights movement and the large African 
American community here, a lot of them felt at 
home.” Today, it’s home to the largest Ethiopian 
population outside of Africa. 
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Clockwise from 
above: Time for 
Ethiopian cuisine 
at Habesha; U 
Street and 9th 
Street form the 
borders of Little 
Ethiopia 


In 2005, Ethiopian businesses petitioned to 
create an officially recognised ‘Little Ethiopia’ 
area, in the Shaw neighbourhood and across U 
Street between 9th and 11th Streets. It wasn’t 
finalised until 2020, when members of the DC 
Council unanimously approved the designation in 
a celebratory ceremony attended by the Ethiopian 
Ambassador to the US. 

On the three-hour walking tour, Mirasol 
introduces customers to the fundamentals of 
Ethiopian cuisine, like berbere and mitmita spice 
blends, made from ground chili peppers, garlic, 
ginger and cardamom. And he knows just what 
old-school community restaurants can craft 
these flavours best. Here’s where to get a taste of 
Ethiopia in the US capital. demetrofoodtours.com 


Above: Habesha 
Market is famous 
for its colourful, 
generous 
platters 

Below: Habesha 
owner Getachew 
Zewdi came to 
DC in the 1990s 
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HABESHA MARKET 
CARRY-OUT t 
RESTAURANT 


Celebrated citywide for its generous buffet 
platters, which diners can see being prepared in 
the open kitchen, this aromatic restaurant and 
food market specialises in traditional Ethiopian 
breakfast staples. The ‘Special Kinche’ has added 
spices, fresh tomatoes, chopped onions and red 
mitmita seasoning that transform the otherwise 
plain kinche (a buttery, grain porridge) into a spicy 
medley. The hot, fava-bean ful stew has a Berber 
awaze-spiced tomato base, with creamy yogurt 
and a fried egg on top. It's all scooped up with fat 
wedges of crusty bread. 

Habesha grew from humble beginnings as a 
takeaway joint with a small market attached. 
“| came to Washington DC around 25 years ago,” 
says owner Getachew Zewdi. “I opened the 
restaurant with my brother and nephew about 16 
years ago. It's always felt like a community and a 
lot of folks continue to stay for the good prices of 
our food. We have buffet-style dining, where the 
customers can pick what they want." Lately, 
Zewdi's seen more Americans trying East African 
specialties, with Ethiopians now making up just 
50% of his customer base. habeshamarket.com 
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MY LATEST RESTAURANT WILL 
HaVe d BaKERY 10 MMdke 
FRESH INJERA 


Above: 


Authentic 
Ethiopian food 
and drink at 
Chercher 
Clockwise, 
opposite page: 
The restaurant's 
beguiling decor; 
homemade 
injera bread; 
server Hadnet 
Okbagabir 
keeps the treats 
coming 
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WaSHINGTON, DG 


Clockwise from above: Dukem owner Hiwot 
Gebru; Dukem has become a local institution 
since opening 27 years ago; The eatery serves 
up Ethiopian staples like injera 
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Ethiopian Takera Gholson is a food blogger in 
Airlines flies to Washington, DC. Her blog, Flights and 
WNTelKS than 150 Foods, shares stories of food and 
international beverage workers from cultures 
and domestic around the world. 
destinations flightsandfoods.com 
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DUKEM 


TVs hang around a wooden bar and gold light 
fixtures drape from the ceiling. Ethiopian families 
snuggle together to snack on plates of crispy, 
lentil-filled sambusa pastries, as steam rises up 
from the spouts of hot coffee pots. Shaded 
awning reaches over the street, the restaurant's 
signage in Ethiopian colours: green, yellow and 
red. A firm fixture of the Ethiopian community, 
Dukem has been in business for 27 years and 
hosts famous visiting chefs, local politicians 

and community leaders. 

One of the area's longest-running Ethiopian 
establishments, Dukem is named after a town just 
outside Addis. “My late husband Tefera was a 
hustler, he wanted to have his own business and 
had the urge to open a restaurant,” says owner 
Hiwot Gebru. “We started with a small carry-out, 
one or two tables. Over time it grew." 

Upstairs is a uniquely Ethiopian nightclub, the 
Apple Lounge, which is decorated with large, 
white-marble columns and has hookah on the 
menu. It's open as late as 3am on the weekends. 
dukemrestaurant.com 
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INTRODUCING A BOLD NEW VISION 
FOR LUXURY OCEAN TRAVEL 


Explora Journeys is the new European luxury lifestyle travel brand redefining the luxury ocean 
experience. Explora Journeys combines centuries-old seafaring experience with superlative European 
refinement to deliver enriching ocean journeys that inspire exploration in all its forms. 


Designed in partnership with the world’s foremost superyacht specialists, EXPLORA I sets sail in 
July 2023 with EXPLORA II setting sail in August 2024. Remarkable itineraries will blend celebrated 
destinations with lesser-travelled ports for a memorable journey. You will enjoy sweeping sea views 
and a private terrace, as well as four pools, private cabanas, spa and curated entertainment. 


MOLLISTIC WELLBEING IMMERSIVE CURATED 
EXPERIENCES JOURNEYS 


‘= * Explora y 


BOOK YOUR JOURNEY TODAY WWW.EXPLORAJOURNEYS.COM 


venice 


The Venice Biennale of Architecture 2023 is dedicated to 
African creators for the first time, with Ghanaian-Scottish 
architect Lesley Lokko at the helm and half of its 89 
participants hailing from the continent. Here are some 
standout projects from the exhibition 


Words Ijeoma Ndukwe 
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CREDIT SERBALE KE, KERE ARCHITECTURE/IWAN BAAN, LOU JASMINE, 
RWANDA INSTITUTE FOR CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE/IWAN BAAN, 


LAW ON KEYES/DAVID ROSS, JAMES WANG 
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CaRRoL BoYeS 


A Season to Spoil Yourself or Someone Special 


A pioneer in functional art, Carrol Boyes is synonymous with expert craftmanship, iconic design and innovation. 
Taking inspiration from nature, the human form and abstract shapes, the Carrol Boyes collection of home décor 
and lifestyle pieces seamlessly complements your home, just as perfectly as they would in an art gallery. 


With a distinct artistic flair, this South African gifting and homeware brand also creates 
bespoke corporate items, designer trophies for prestigious events locally and abroad. 
Their handcrafted style means meticulous attention to detail. 


To experience premium style, visit a Carrol Boyes store in South Africa or shop online www.carrolboyes.com 
(use promotion *code CBFA10EA) to view a host of collections. Or email contactus @cbfa.co.za for 
your bespoke gifting needs. 


” 
*Ts &Cs Apply 10% Off* your online purchase with a minimum spend of $150. Valid 01/09/2023 - 31/10/2023. SHOENOW 
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CREDIT SERPENTINE PAVILION AT NIGHT, KERE ARCHITECTURE, PHOTO BY IWAN BAAN, FRANCIS KERE @ URBAN ZINTEL 


Top: Diébédo 
Francis Kéré's 
2017 Serpentine 
Pavilion in 
London 

Above: The 
architect's 
bookshelve at his 
office in Berlin 


DiEpEDO 
FRANCIS KERE 
RERE ARCHITECTURE 


In 2022, Burkina 
Faso-born architect 
Diébédo Francis Kéré 
became the first 
African to receive the 
Pritzker Prize — the 
highest honour in 
architecture. Since 
establishing his Berlin- 
based studio 18 years 
ago, the architect 
has produced an 
outstanding portfolio 
of work characterised 
by a commitment 

to community 
engagement and 
ecological design. 


“Africa produces 
less than 4% of 
the world's carbon 
emissions and could be 
a leader in sustainable 
solutions, but its 
expertise and 
knowledge are still 
underused,” he says. 

Kéré's global 
prominence was 
cemented in 2017 with 
his striking design for 
the annual Serpentine 
Pavilion in London's 
Kensington Gardens. 
The design — a slatted 
overhanging timber 


Venice 


roof canopy covering 
curved walls of indigo 
wooden blocks — took 
inspiration from a tree 
in his hometown of 
Gando, where the 
community gathers. 

A stunning 
clay installation, 
Counteract, showing at 
the Biennale, reflects 
Kéré's signature, 
innovative use of local 
resources such as 
earth, presenting a 
modern vision of 
traditional materials. 
kerearchitecture.com 
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IN SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS, BUT 
ITS GHPERTISE IS UNDERUSED 
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Clockwise from 
right: Miriam 


Issoufou 


Kamara’'s Artisan 
Village; Threads 
by Kate Otten; 
Sumayya Vally's 
latest project is 
the Asiat-Darse 
bridge in 
Vilvorde, Belgium 
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MARIAM ISSOUFOU 
KAMARA 
ATEWER MASOMI 


Kamara is a Nigerien 
architect who lives 
and works between 


Niamey, Niger and 
Washington, DC, USA. 


She founded atelier 
masomi in 2014, guided 
by the ethos that 
architecture is a vital 
tool for social change. 
The architect is 
currently building a new 
public space in Niamey, 
The Artisans Valley - a 
promenade where local 
artisans can show off 


hea 


e@ 
ITBEGS US 10 
RECONSIDER 
OUR IDENTITY 


Selamta 


traditional processes. 
The project is 
conceptualised 
as cylindrical shells, 
made from compressed 
earth bricks. For 
Kamara, the Venice 
Biennale is a significant 
platform for architects 
from across Africa. 
Her section of the 
exhibition speaks to the 
need for buildings 
‘inspired by the past 
while innovating 
towards the future’. 
“The wall drawings 
are a homage to the 
Neolithic engravings | 
grew up visiting in the 
mountains and caves of 
the Sahara desert,” she 
says. “Experiencing 
them so early in my life 
gave me a deeper 
sense of my history and 
its importance.” 
ateliermasomi.com 


COUNTERSPACE 


An exploration of 
African and Islamic 
hybrid identities 
informs Sumayya 
Vally's practice. The 
South African architect 
describes the Biennale 
as a major moment for 
architecture. “It begs 
us to reconsider our 
geography, culture 
and identity and 

the strength that 

lies in our hybridity.” 
counterspace-studio. 
com 
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Here: The Ellen 
DeGeneres 
Campus 


e. 


MASS DESIGN GROUP 


Among the leadership 
team of international 
architecture firm, 
MASS Design Group, is 
Co-Executive Director 
Christian Benimana, 
who leads the studio in 
Kigali, Rwanda. 

Part of Benimana’'s 
portfolio is the Ellen 
DeGeneres Campus of 
the Dian Fossey Gorilla 
Fund, a centre for 
scientific research 
and conservation. 
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OUR WORK aT MaSS HaS TallGHT US THaT 
BUILDING IS MORE VERB Teall NOUN 


Its design took 
inspiration from 
the tent used by 
conservationist 
Fossey, using 
local materials to 
limit its ecological 
impact and blending 
into its environment. 
The campus is an 
example of the firm's 
vision, presented at this 
year's Biennale through 
its AFRITECT video 
installation. 


“Our work at MASS 
has taught us that 
building is more verb 
than noun; that the 
process of architecture 
is inseparable from the 
product,” explains 
Benimana. 

“Our exhibition 
challenges the notion 
of architects as sole 
creators of built work, 
and includes wider 
communities.” 
massdesigngroup.org 


Ethiopian 
Airlines 

flies daily from 
Addis Ababa 
to Milan 


CREDIT THE ELLEN DEGENERES CAMPUS OF THE DIAN FOSSEY GORILLA FUND/ IWAN BAAN, NORRSKEN KIGALI HOUSE/CHRIS SCHWAGGA, TONY LUONG 
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Svrah : 
Finding 

its Home 

in a lush Terrain 


An internationally adored grape has found its rightful place in the lush terrains of Zeway, Ethiopia. 
Indulge in Syrah's dark garnet color where you will be met by a complex palette and the finest 
melted tannins. Visit Ethiopia for unique experiences and enjoy exquisitely refined world-class wine. 


PROMOTION 


In a world where connectivity shapes all our lives, 
one Ethiopian company stands as a beacon of progress in the 
communications landscape. 

Over the past five years, Ethio telecom has led a digital 
transformation that’s reshaping the industry and ushering 
in a new era of financial empowerment. 

Guided by a vision that goes beyond connectivity, the 


company has undergone significant reforms. Its three-year 
‘BRIDGE’ strategy was the keystone of these reforms, focusing 
on delivering customer service, innovation in products and 
services, promoting a people-oriented organisation and of 
course growing financially. 

The strategy led to an impressive 75.6% expanse in 
its customer base and sent its net profits soaring by an 
astonishing 142%. A commitment to affordability led to tariff 
reductions of up to 86%, giving consumers unprecedented 
access to discounted products and services. 


Looking to the future 

Following the BRIDGE strategy’s success, Ethio telecom 

went on to embrace a LEAD Growth Strategy. This forward- 
looking plan aims to empower individuals and businesses with 
digital and financial services that simplify everyday activities, 
kickstarting a thriving, new digital economy. 

Impact speaks volumes. In its first year the LEAD Growth 
Strategy led to a striking 98% rise in the customer base and 
a remarkable 101% surge in revenue. The introduction of 
‘telebirr’, a Mobile Money Business, gained an impressive 
34.3 million subscribers, demonstrating Ethio telecom’s 
commitment to financial inclusion. 


Quality and innovation 

Underpinning this success is a dedication to quality. Ethio 
telecom has invested extensively in network coverage, 
capacity expansion and system enhancement. Most 

notably, the pre-commercial launch of 5G services has been 
contributing to the Nation's vision of realizing a digital Ethiopia 
that embraces transformative technologies. 

Ethio telecom’'s role in the Ethiopian economy is pivotal, 
creating employment and stimulating growth across many 
sectors. Globally, it stands as the second-largest subscriber 
base in Africa and the 21st in the world. 

Ethio telecom’'s journey illuminates the power of 
transformation. As connectivity evolves into empowerment 
and innovation fosters inclusive growth, the company paves 
the way to a brighter, more connected future for all. 


@) ethiotelecom.et 


Ethio telecoms 
simplifies daily 
activities to 
empower its 
customer base 


Ethio telecom is 

leading a new age of 
digital empowerment 
and reshaping the 
communications industry 
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JOIN SHEBAMILES —— 
AND REAP MORE REWARDS... cheb Miles 


Become a ShebaMiles member online and earn 1000 miles right away! 


IT’S A CLEVER INVESTMENT! 
Sign-up at 


https://shebamiles.ethiopianairlines.com/enrollment 


Once you have signed-up do not forget to register your membership 
number during flight reservations and check-in. 


For more information visit: 
https://shebamiles.ethiopianairlines.com 


ENJOY A WIDE RANGE OF SHEBAMILES 
BENEFITS WITH OUR PARTNERS 


Europcar 


moving your WAY ShebaMiles members will earn a minimum of 500 Miles per rental 
and also enjoy exclusive discounts. 


World's largest car rental network and Europe's leading car rental 
company with a presence in over 140 countries. 


Axis Bank is the third largest private bank in India partnering with 

Ethiopian Airlines. Axis bank's customers who hold a valid Axis Bank 
A?*'s BANK Credit or Debit card, can convert their Axis Bank Edge Rewards 
Points into ShebaMiles miles. 


Hilton is one of the most respected brands in the world with 7,000 


. properties in 122 countries. Hilton Honors offer lots of ways to 
|5] ] Ito n earn and use Points every day. 
ShebaMiles members who are also Hilton Honors members can 


convert their Hilton Honors points into ShebaMiles miles. 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 


On 28 August 
1963, Martin 
Luther King 

Jr. gave his 
inspirational 

“| Have a Dream” 
speech while 
overlooking the 
Reflecting Pool 
in Washington, 
DC, with 
250,000 people 
in attendance. 
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Ethiopian 
Airlines 
celebrates 
25 years of 


flying to 
the US s 


sil 


si Satis ti 
CAST YOUR MIND back to 1998. The International Right: New York f [. “il 
Space Station launches into orbit, US President Bill Clinton City, with its me |} he! mb at bs bs 
is impeached and France is triumphant in the FIFA World _‘eonie structures URIs I as itt i Hk OA 
Cup. And in Addis Ababa, the first Ethiopian Airlines papa aerit ag a oe | bow El, na oe 
: q : gris ie! oa fi 
transatlantic flight takes off — to the capital of the US, one of Ethiopian | i = Er | = Li wane e 
Washington, DC. Airlines’ exciting p> eer  QmianE 
This year, Africa’s largest airline is celebrating the 25th = US destinations } ao bi | —- 
anniversary of starting its services to the US. Ethiopian wat —s i - 
Airlines has a long, shared history with the US aviation ae at 
industry, which dates back to December 1945 — when the ee . 
airline was founded in partnership with Trans World eS) a? x 
Airlines (TWA). Over the decades since, Ethiopian Airlines SF oe : 
has been a proud partner to American aviation firms | Ses : 
including Boeing and GE Aerospace. And as Ethiopian is 7] HH ie 
the world’s fastest-growing airline, its relationship with the 5 HH —e 
US is sure to continue to thrive. ||" ie PTT 
Today, Ethiopian Airlines passengers can fly to New ; ac ‘a 
York, Atlanta and Chicago, as well as Washington, DC. In Selle LL “Hil 
Whether you'd love to see a musical on Broadway, explore siniticeett 
film sets in the Deep South, eat the world’s deepest-dish In English ae 
pizza or see where the POTUS has his morning coffee, a What time gE 
trip to the US can deliver. is it? i os 
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ETHIOPIAN AIRUINGS 
REMAINS AFRIGA'S LEaDING 
AIRUNE dT SKYTRAX 


Ethiopian Airlines Group won five prestigious accolades 
at the SKYTRAX 2023 World Airline Awards. Held on 
| Re bas ae | 20 June this year at the Paris Air Show in France, 
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i ium we ee ne We Oe Best Airline 


in Africa for six 
years in a row 


Best Business 
Class Airline in 
Africa for five 
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Best Business Class 


Be Re We hh H ii For the first time, 
Onboard Catering 


Gil i ia Ree A Ethiopian Airlines has 


AS ie hie been name Cleanest in Africa for two 
Airline in Africa years in a row 
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EXPLORE _ 


WITH ETHIOPIAN 


Starting from November 15, 2023 


Ethiopian — 
ae 


CAO R 
; THE NEW SPIRIT OF AFRICA 
Book |Pay| Check-In Online Get the mobile app 


——_—_—_———. A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER VL» 
. . J: 4 Avail dole on the Get it on eS | 
www.ethiopianairlines.com @ AppStore BP Google play 
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Ethiopian Cargo signs up 
to IATA CEIV Live Animals 
Certification programme 


ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES has signed up to the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) CEIV Live Animals Certification 
programme to reinforce the welfare of animals travelling by its cargo 
service. The agreement was finalised at the [ATA Focus Africa 
Conference in June, hosted by Ethiopian Airlines Group. Being part of 
the CEIV Live Animal Project Initiation is a first step to enable 
Ethiopian Airlines to work with IATA in getting CEIV certification, 
which will allow our customers to see the global standards that are 
met by Ethiopian while transporting their treasured animals. 


Star Alliance 
named 


World's 
Best Airline 


enhance internet offerings Alliance 


Ethiopian Airlines to 


STAR ALLIANCE has once again won 
the title of World’s Best Airline Alliance, 
at this year’s prestigious Skytrax World 
Airline Awards. The Alliance’s famous 
Los Angeles lounge has also maintained 
its position of World’s Best Airline 
Alliance Lounge, for the seventh year 
running. Star Alliance CEO Theo 
Panagiotoulias received the awards at a 
ceremony held at the Paris Air Show on 


20 June, 2023. 


ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES will offer advanced, high-speed 
inflight broadband to passengers onboard its upcoming 
Airbus A350-1000 aircraft. Inflight broadband solution 
GX Aviation will provide mobile satellite connectivity 
courtesy of Inmarsat, which was recently acquired by 
Viasat and selected through the Airbus Airspace Link 
HBCplus programme. The news was revealed at the 
Aircraft Interiors Expo (AIX) in Hamburg in June. 
Ethiopian is one of the launching airlines for inflight 
connectivity (IFC) through Airbus’ HBCplus programme. 
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RUUIE 
MAP 


Continue your onward 
journey with our 
strategic partners 


Toronto 
Chicago New York 
Washington, D.C. 


Atlanta 


ASKY 

C2-CEIBA Intercontinental Airlines 
Ethiopian Mozambique Airlines 
Malawi Airlines 


Tchadia Airlines SAo Paulo 


OUR NEW Buenos Aires 
ROUTES 


Atlanta, 
USA -— four times 
weekly 


Copenhagen, 
Denmark — five 


times weekly 


Karachi, 
Pakistan — four 
times weekly 


a 


THE NEW SPIRIT OF AFRICA 


A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER ee 


os Stockholm 
Copenhagen 
, Manchester Moscow 
Dublin 
London Brussels 
Frankfurt 
Paris : 
Geneva Vienna 
Milan 
Marseille Rome 
Madrid Istanbul Bejing 
Athens ect rho 
Beirut 
a pee Shanghai 
Cairo Kuwait City New Delhi Chengdu 
Dammam é 
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: Dubai 
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Mumbai 
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Accra ou Addis Ababa 
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Entebbe 
Libreville Gomae__ Nairobi shoege 
Brazzavillee Kinshasa Kigali Kilimanjaro 
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Zanzibar 
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Lubumbashi 
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Leading 
the way 


Innovation and excellence 
converge at CMU-Africa 


Those enrolling at Carnegie Mellon 
University Africa in Kigali will enter a realm 
brimming with infinite prospects. A world-class 
institution in tech and innovation since 2012, 
the university acts as a compass to exceptional 
achievement to thousands of students. 

CMU-Africa prides itself on excellence. The 
university's renowned faculty and administrative 
staff are dedicated to nurturing the next 
generation of African tech leaders, innovators and 
entrepreneurs. CMU-Africa’s degree programmes 
are designed to empower students with the 
knowledge and skills required to excel as a tech 
problem-solver in today’s rapidly evolving world. 
The university offers three Masters of Science 
degree programmes: Information Technology, 
Engineering Artificial Intelligence and Electrical 
and Computer Engineering. 

CMU-Africa’s unique pedagogy approach 
includes a wide variety 
of elective courses. 
Sudents can select 
a concentration 
in Software 
Development, 


Energy Systems, 
Machine Learning, 
Cybersecurity or IT 
Entrepreneurship, and 
will graduate with an 
in-depth skill set in 
computer engineering 
that will prepare 

them to navigate the 


Network Technologies, 


competitive workforce. 
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The university's partnerships 
with industry giants provides 
unparalleled opportunities in 
internships, practicum and research 
collaborations for students. 

From cutting-edge research 

to entrepreneurial initiatives, 
scholars will be at the forefront of 
groundbreaking advancements 
with a real-world impact. CMU-Africa comprises 

a diverse community of over 20 nationalities of 
thinkers, leaders, innovators and entrepreneurs from 
Africa. Students can engage in vibrant 

discussions, cultural exchanges and projects 

that enrich their perspectives. 

Life at Carnegie Mellon University Africa will 
expose students to a myriad of extracurricular 
activities, which include hackathons, global 
conferences, tech symposiums, to mention just 
a few. Their academic journey will be marked by 
collegial friendships, holistic experiences and fond 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

CMU-Africa is a place where students 
can envision their future and embark upon a 
transformative voyage where innovation, excellence 
and exploration converge. Applications open 
October ist: applyafrica@andrew.cmu.edu 


@) emuedu/africa 


Clockwise from 
above: The CMU- 
Africa campus in 
Kigali; students can 
pick from a wide 
range of courses 
and graduate with 
in-depth skills 
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Airbus A350-900XWB 


F Le permonen 


Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner 


Boeing 777-200LRF 


Boeing 777-300ER 


Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 


Boeing 777-200LR 


Boeing 767-300ER 


Boeing 737-800 


Boeing 737 MAX 


Boeing 737-700NG 
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Bombardier DH8-Q400 
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Total number 
of aircraft 


Boeing 737-800F 


Boeing B767-300F 
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THIOPIAN 


ETHIOPIAN 
AIRLINES 
SALES 
OFFICES 


ANGOLA 
City Office Luanda +244 222310615 
Area Manager+244 912215683 


ARGENTINA 

City Office Buenos Aires 

+5411 4326-0362 /64 

Area Manager +54 9 11 3198 1564 


AUSTRALIA 
Cargo GSA 
tracey@mchholding.com.au 


AUSTRIA 

City Office Vienna 

+43 (01) 585 36 30 

Area Manager + 43 6642188728 


BAHRAIN 
City Office Manama +973 17208504 
Area Manager +973 1722 3315 


BELGIUM 

City Office Brussels 
+32(0)2/716 00 60 

Area Manager +32 498-629261 


BENIN 

City Office Cotonou 

+229 95 62 8188 

Area Manager +229 64054232 


BOTSWANA 
City Office Gaborone + 267 3111631 
Area Manager +267 712 43364 


BRAZIL 

City Office Sao Paulo 

+55 11 2445 4157/ 7740 8156 
Area Manager +55 11 9919 22337 


BULGARYA 
GSA Office +359 2 98199 10 


BURKINA FASO 

City Office Ouagadougou 
+226 25301024/25 

Area Manager +226 7878 5804 


BURUNDI 

City Office Bujumbura 

+257 2222 6038 

Area Manager +257 7531 0310 


CAMEROON 

City Office Douala +237 3343 0264 
Area Manager +237 7793 7929 
Traffic & Sales Manager Yaoundé 
+237 6787 80452 


CANADA 

City Office Toronto +1 416 962 0005 
EXT: 202/203 

Area Manager +1 416 988 7360 


CENTERAL AFRICA REPUBLIC 
GSA Office +236 7510 6199 


CHAD 

City Office N’ Djamena 

+235 6625 4531 

Area Manager +235 6689 6226 


CHINA 

City Office Beijing +86 01065050315 
Area Manager +86 13810418635 
Traffic & Sales Manager Shanghai 

+ 86 13661616645 

Guangzhou +86 13500026741 
Chengdu +86 15208103716 

Wuhan +86 15208103716 
Zhengzhou +86 17737793259 


COLOMBIA 
Cargo Bogota +57 3223 967765 


COMOROS 

City Office Moroni +269 773 04 
22/33 04 00 00 

Area Manager +269 3674397 


CONGO, DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC 

City Office Kinshasa +243 817006585 
Area Manager +243 817006588 
Traffic & Sales Manager 
Lubumbashi +243 904625672 
Goma +243 820442157 
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Kisangani +243 814547062 


CONGO, REPUBLIC 

City Office Brazzaville 

+242 066712020 

Area Manager +242 065080490 
Traffic & Sales Manager Pointe 
Noire +242 069281059 


COTE D'IVOIRE 
City Office Abijan +225 20219332 
Area Manager +225 05061583 


DENMARK 
Reservation + 45 (0)8 987 1638 


DJIBOUTI 
City Office Djibouti +253 77804783 
Area Manager +253 21351007 


EGYPT 
City Office Cairo +202 21800935 
Area Manager +201 223233728 


EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
City Office Malabo +240 222671141 
Area Manager +240 222671141 


ERITREA 
City Office Asmara +291 113991 
Area Manager +291 7112237 


ETHIOPIA 

City Office Addis Ababa 

+251 116179900, +251 116176787-to 
be used within Ethiopia 


FRANCE 

City Office Paris +082 5826135 
Area Manager +33 626664186 
Traffic & Sales Manager Marseille 
+33 7 76 314248 


GABON 
City Office Libreville +241 05931660 
Area Manager +241 05322020 


GERMANY 

City Office Frankfurt 

+49 69770673053 

Area Manager +49 1711472569 


GHANA 
City Office Accra +233 302664858 
Area Manager +233 202011132 


GUINEA 
City Office Conakry +224 628220123 
Area Manager: +224 625079605 


HONG KONG 

City Office Hong Kong 

+ 852 2117 0233 

Area Manager: +85267515722 


INDIA 

City Office Mumbai +68460904 
Area Manager: +91 9820142129 
Traffic & Sales Manager Delhi 

+91 9811139111 

Traffic & Sales Manager Bengaluru 
+91 7760760444 

Traffic & Sales Manager Chennai 
+91 8925471116 


INDONESIA 
City Office Jakarta +62 215212152 
Area Manager: +62 8118134961 


IRELAND 

City Office Dublin + 35 319640402 
Area Manager + 35 3879- 
877173/3838-423751 


ISRAEL 
City Office Tel Aviv +972 3797405 
Area Manager +972 522670520 


ITALY 
City Office Rome +39 0648771370 
Area Manager +39 3485258566 
Traffic & Sales Manager Milan 
+39 3423310718 


JAPAN 
City Office Tokyo + 8150 3388 2937 
Area Manager +81 7012531837 

Call centre +81 5032041144 

Cargo GSA onishi@wai.jp 


JORDAN 
City Office Amman +962 6 5821376 
Area Manager: +962 77 010 1082 


KENYA 
City Office Nairobi +254 202296000 
Area Manager +254 722510028 
Traffic & Sales Manager Mombasa 
+254 714618989 


KUWAIT 


City Office Kuwait +965 22270600 
Area Manager: +965 98855114 


LEBANON 
City Office Beirut +961 1752846/7 
Area Manager +961 3694644 


LUXEMBOURG 
Cargo GSA 
gertjan@aircargo.agency 


MADAGASCAR 

City Office Antananarivo 

+261 34 07 637 91 

Area Manager +261 340763795 
Traffic & Sales Manager Nosy Be 
+261 349249401 


MALAWI 

City Office Lilongwe +265 1772031 
Area Manager +265 999942734 
Traffic & Sales Manager Blantyre 
+265 882009925 


MALAYSIA 

City Office Lilongwe 

+603 2022 0168/0262/1581 
Area Manager +601 74721030 


MALI 
City Office Bamako +223 20226036 
Area Manager +223 66765630 


MAURITIUS 
City Office Port Luis 
+230 202 0058 


MEXICO 
City Office Mexico City 
+55 55963550 


MOZAMBIQUE 

City Office Maputo +258 845072366 
Area Manager +258 847135862 
Beira +258 852409584 


MYNAMAR 
City Office Burma +95 1539484 


NAMIBIA 

City Office Windhoek 

+264 812671553 

Area Manager +264 818619838 


NEPAL 
City Office Nepal +977 1 4423370 


NETHERLANDS 
City Office Amsterdam 
+31 204068144 


NEW ZEALAND 
City Office Auckland 
+09 9056709 


NIGER 
City Office Niamey +227 20727272 
Area Manager +227 91856720 


NIGERIA 

City Office Lagos +234 1 7744711/2 
Area Manager 

+234 8038451111 

Abuja +234 8032418516 

Enugu +234 8141543740 

Kano +234 8103846026 

Kaduna +234 8141992990 


NORWAY 
City Office Oslo +47 22064401 
Area Manager +47 48401307 


OMAN 
City Office Muscat +968 24819119 
Area Manager +968 93891448 


PAKISTAN 
Cargo GSA +92 3018283146 


PERU 
Cargo CSA +562 2248 1800 


PHILIPPINES 
City Office Manila +632 8480978/9 
Area Manager +639 178879817 


PORTUGAL 
Cargo GSA +34 652994211 


QATAR 
City Office Doha +974 44161010 
Area Manager +974 55613620 


RUSSIA 
City Office Moscow +7 495 9375945 
Area Manager +7 910 4793430 


RWANDA 

City Office Kigali 

+250 252570440/42 

Area Manager +250 788562469 


SAUDI ARABIA 

City Office Jeddah 

+966 26512365/6614 

Area Manager+966 505641203 
Riyadh +966 505217168 
Dammam +966 559540076 


SENEGAL 

City Office Dakar 

+221 338235552/54 

Area Manager +221 775298324 


SEYCHELLES 
City Office Mahé +248 4288807 
Area Manager +248 2616536 


SIERRA LEONE 
City Office Freetown +232 22221481 


City Office Singapore +65 65385515 
Area Manager +65 91688584 


SOMALILAND 

City Office Hargessa 

+252 65385515 

Area Manager +252 24832350 
Garowe +252 907792202 


SOUTH AFRICA 

City Office Johannesburg 

+27 113261190 

Area Manager +27 833251263 
Cape Town +27 636922790 


SOUTH KOREA 
City Office Seoul +82 27330325 
Area Manager +82 1041390607 


SOUTH SUDAN 
City Office Juba +211 955555392 
Area Manager +211 927773498 


City Office Madrid +34 914022718 
Area Manager +34 636977928 


City Office Khartoum 
+249 183762063/88 
Area Manager +249 912307986 


SWEDEN 

City Office Stockholm 

+46 08440 0060 

Area Manager +46 702622268 


SWITZERLAND 
City Office Geneva +41 227993900 
Area Manager +41 782543355 


TAIWAN 
Cargo GSA daniel@gastwn.com 


TANZANIA 

City Office Dar-es-Selam 
+255222117063/4/5 

Area Manager +255 786285899 
Traffic & Sales Manager Kilimanjaro 
+255 782450224 

Zanzibar +255 774417070 

Arusha +255 272504231 


THAILAND 

City Office Bangkok 

+66 026534366/7 

Area Manager +66 818251446 


TOGO 
City Office Lomé +228 22217074 
Area Manager +228 92338373 


City Office Istanbul 
+ 90-212-2315919 
Area Manager: +90 542 7241399 


UGANDA 
City Office Kampala 

+256 414254796/7 

Area Manager +00256 752 745118 
Entebbe +00256 752 745118 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
City Office Dubai 

+9714 223 6639/7963 

Area Manager +971 558236119 


UNITED KINGDOM 

City City Office London 

+44 1753967980 

Area Manager +442089879086 
Traffic & Sales Manager 
Manchester +44 2087457936 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
City City Office Washington DC 
703 6820570 

Area Manager +1 9177969068 


SALES 


Traffic & Sales Manager New York 
+1646 477 0042 
Chicago +1 312 919 0989 


VIETNAM 
Cargo GSA 
victor.phan@pacificair.com.vn 


ZAMBIA 

City Office Lusaka 

+260 21123641/02/03 

Area Manager+260 95535644 
Traffic & Sales Manager Ndola 
+260 954 081996 


ZIMBABWE 

City Office Harare +263 4795215/6 
Area Manager +263 783909662 
Traffic & Sales Manager Victoria 
Falls +263 712837246 


Country Call Centre Numbers 
BENIN +229 62 50 09 79 
BOTSWANA +267 8007861007 
BRAZIL +55 19 4560 0377 
CANADA + 1 613 701 6473 


EGYPT 800 000 0411/ 202- 
21600-006 


FRANCE +33 9 74 59 55 53 
GERMANY 0800 0006062 
GHANA +233 24 242 6303 
GUINEA +224 660 71 03 28 
HONG KONG +852 3008 3642 
INDIA 000 8000 401 687 
INDONESIA +62 780 33218406 
IRELAND +35319640402 
ISRAEL +972 33726991 

ITALY +251 116 179 900 

JAPAN +81 50 3204 1144 

KENYA +254 20 3892349 
KUWAIT +965 9476 7191 
MADAGASCAR +251 116 179 900 
MALAYSIA +601 62991696 

MALI +223 44 96 00 33 
NETHERLANDS +31 85 001 3798 
NORWAY 800 73 634 

OMAN +968 24654 221/22/23 
PHILIPPINES +63 1 800 1322 0154 
PORTUGAL +974 44161010 
RUSSIA +7 (495) 937-59-45 
SAUDI ARABIA +251 116 179 900 
SEYCHELLES +251 116 179 900 
SINGAPORE +65 3129 2255 
SOUTH AFRICA +27 87 551 8262 
SOUTH KOREA 0030-8321-0197 
SPAIN +34 518 89 99 48 

SUDAN +249 15 655 9832 
SWEDEN +46 105517457 
SWITZERLAND +41 800 563 726 
TANZANIA +251 116 179 900 
THAILAND +66 2 508 8794 
TURKEY +251 116 179 900 
UGANDA +256 800 113274 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 
+971 800 0320372 


UNITED KINGDOM +44 1753 
967980 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
+1909 328 6127/352 436 1902/+1 
458 204 1425 


NYCWFF.ORG 
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A NEW WORLD OF 
ENTERTAINMENT 


IN ETHIOPIA 


Diving into 


musicals 


The live-action remake of 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid 
is making the world fall in love 

with movie songs again 
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yj <-s THE HILES ARE ALVe 
P AS H@€aRD In: 
THE SOUND OF 
MUSIC (1965) 
One of cinema's most iconic 
openings, which sees nun Maria 
(Julie Andrews) stride across a 
meadow in the Austrian Alps while 
singing The Hills Are Alive, looks like 
an effortless piece of filmmaking. 
The reality was very different. Just 
getting to the location (actually in 
Bavaria) was a mission, with 
Andrews transported by ox cart. 
Incessant rain meant the shoot was 
almost a bust, only for the sun to 
come out for 20 minutes on the 
final day. Despite being frequently 
knocked down by a downdraft 
caused by the helicopter carrying 
the cameraman, Andrews kept her 
poise to twirl into movie history. 


SUMMER NIGHTS 

AS He€arRD In: 
GREASE (1978) 

Forget the fact that the Grease 
cast look more like parents than 
teenagers — Summer Nights 
perfectly sums up what it’s like to 
be young and in love. After a 
whirlwind holiday romance, Danny 
(John Travolta) and Sandy (Olivia 
Newton-John) agree to tell their 
school friends more about the fling. 
While the stories spun to the 
T-Birds and Pink Ladies are very 
different, the excitement of meeting 
someone new comes across loud 
and clear — as does the sadness of 
saying goodbye when summer 
ends. Featuring performances that 
are slicker than a rocker's hairdo, 
Summer Nights is simply joyous. 
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YOUR SONG 
AS H@€aRD In: 
MOULN ROUGC! 
(2001) 

It doesn't get much more romantic 
than hanging from the Eiffel Tower 
and crooning to your beloved under 
the stars. One of the many high 
points in Moulin Rouge!, Baz 
Lurhmann’s frenetic Franken- 
musical that mashes together pop 
songs from different eras, Your 
Song sees young writer Christian 
(Ewan McGregor) turn to Elton 
John's classic ballad to serenade 
burlesque performer Satine (Nicole 
Kidman). Add some glitter raining 
from the sky, asmiling moon 
overhead and more dry ice than a 
1980s rock concert, and this is 
amour on steroids. 


_____To celebrate the onboard arrival of The Little 
Mermaid we look at the greatest musical 
numbers in movies 


L@T IT GO 

| AS H@aRD In: 
FR2EZeNn (2013) 

Over the last decade, no song has 
delighted more children (and driven 
more parents up the wall) than Let /t 
Go. Ever since snow queen Elsa 
(Idina Menzel) stepped onto a 
mountain top and belted out her 
ode to being yourself, the track has 
played on repeat in most homes 
with a munchkin — to the extent that 
Frozen director Jennifer Lee 
apologised to mums and dads for 
the audio avalanche. A big part of 
the song's success is the wonderful 
animation that accompanies it. As 
Elsa finally embraces her frosty 
powers, she builds a spectacular 
ice castle and, to celebrate her 
new-found freedom, literally lets 
her hair down. 


UNDER THE S€a 
AS H@€aRD In: 

THE LITTLE 
MeCRMAID (2623) 
When Disney announced it was 
doing a live-action version of its 


version for sheer charm, with 
frolicking dolphins and a ride on 
the back of a turtle. It's such a 
visual feast you have no problem 
believing the clever crustacean 


it's wetter”. 


classic animated feature The Little 
Mermaid, questions started to swirl 
over whether they could recapture 
the magic of the original. One look 
at Under The Sea and doubts melt 
away. The scene where Sebastian 
the crab (Daveed Diggs) extols the 
virtues of living underwater to stop 
mermaid Ariel (Halle Bailey) pining 
for dry land matches the animated 


that it really is “better down where 


WORDS PIERRE DE VILLIERS PHOTOS ©DISNEY, ALAMY, 20TH CENTURY FOX, PARAMOUNT, WALT DISNEY PICTURES 


EMERTaINMen 


Get ready for a fantastic journey 


BOREDOM JS no longer 
permitted on this flight! Sheba 
Entertainment is the great 
inflight service you can enjoy on 
board using your phone, tablet 
or laptop. Whether you're 
travelling for business or 
pleasure, there’s something for 
everyone. From Hollywood 
premieres and the hottest TV 
shows in multiple languages, 
to the latest news and fun 
content for the little ones — 

it’s all easily and immediately 
available. There’s no need to 
download an app. 


How to access Sheba 
Entertainment 


On all B737-800 aircraft 

1. Set your device to flight mode. 

2. Turn on Wi-Fi and select 
Sheba Entertainment network. 

3. Open your browser and type 
www.home.com. 


On B767-300 aircraft (only with 

registration ET-ALP and ET-ALJ) 

1. Set your device to flight mode. 

2. Turn on Wi-Fi and select the 
corresponding ET networks 
for your seating area. 

3. Open your browser and type 
www.home.com. 


Now you're all set for great 
entertainment on board! 


September - October 2023 | 089 


SEE 
THE VIDEO 
ON DEMAND 
SYSTEM FOR 
YOUR FULL 
LISTINGS 


THE LITTLE MERMAID 
RUNNING TIME 135 MINS 

STARRING HALLE BAILEY 

A young mermaid makes a deal 
with a sea witch to trade her 
beautiful voice for human legs 
so she can discover the world 
above water. 


THE FLASH 

RUNNING TIME 144 MINS 

STARRING EZRA MILLER 

The Flash uses his super 
speed to change the past, but 
his attempt to save his family 
disasterously creates a world 
without superheroes. 


SPIDER-MAN: ACROSS THE SPIDER-VERSE 
RUNNING TIME 136 MINS 

STARRING SHAMEIK MOORE, HAILEE STEINFELD 

After tearing up the animation rulebook with 
the Oscar-winning Into The Spider-Verse in 
2018, there was a fair bit of pressure on Sony 
Pictures Animation to raise the bar even 
further with this sequel - the second in a trilogy 


GUARDIANS OF THE of webslinger films. Thrillingly, the second GUY RITCHIE’S THE 
GALAXY VOL. 3 instalment surpasses its predecessor, both in COVENANT 
RUNNING TIME 149 MINUTES storytelling and scorching visual impact. The RUNNING TIME 123 MINUTES 
STARRING CHRIS PRATT ‘ ; : f STARRING JAKE GYLLENHAAL 

film catches up with Spider-Man Miles Morales 
Peter Quill rallies his team to as he pines for Spider-Woman Gwen Stacy, An American soldier moves 
defend the universe and oneof wholives in another dimension. The arrival of heaven and earth to help the 


their own - a mission that could new villian The Spot thrusts the two teenagers local interpreter who risked 
mean the end of the Guardians — together again, as they go barrelling across the his own life to save him in 
if not successful. bizarre Spider-Verse. Afghanistan. 
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IN COLLABORATION WITH 


The AfCFTA marketplace 


Don't miss out — register for Africa's 
premier trade & investment fair now 


IATF 2023 | 9 - 15 November 2023 | Cairo, Egypt 


[ml at intrafricantradefair.com 


BEST AIRLINE IN AFRICA 
SIX TIMES IN A ROW 


Best Business Class Onboard Catering Best Business and Economy Class Cleanest Airline 
in Africa for 2 Years in a Row Airline in Africa for 5 Years in a Row in Africa 


4 Star Airline 


Book | Pay | Check-In Online 
Get it on 
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THE NEW SPIRIT OF AFRICA 


www.ethiopianairlines.com ete ee 


JOY RIDE 

RUNNING TIME 92 MINS 

STARRING ASHLEY PARK, STEPHANIE HSU 

The directorial debut of Adele Lim, co-writer of smash hit Crazy Rich Asians, this 
raucous comedy sees Asian-American lawyer Audrey embark on a disasterous 
business trip through China with her childhood best friend Lolo. Joining them on 
the odyssey is Audrey's college friend Kat and Deadeye, Lolo's eccentric cousin. 
Their epic, no-holds-barred experience through the motherland becomes a 
journey of bonding, belonging and wild debauchery that will change the quartet 
forever and forge friendships for life. 


ANASGEBAM 

RUNNING TIME 91 MINS 

STARRING MOKONNEN LAKE 
Mokonnen Lake and Berhane 
Worku star in this film about 
a father and elders who 
convince a young man to 
leave because they want 

an educated husband. 


YSENE GIRGIR 

RUNNING TIME 104 MINS 

STARRING ALEMAYHU TADDESE 

A film about an unexpected and 
accidental conflict between an 
unemployed drug addict and 
high-ranking officials, starring 
Alemayhu Taddese, Kalkidane 
Tebebe and Mesfen Haileyesus. 


DHOKA: ROUND D MUMMIES 
CORNER RUNNING TIME 88 MINS 


RUNNING TIME 122 MINS STARRING OSCAR BARBERAN 


— Produced by Spanish company 


A housewife with a personality | Atresmedia Cine, this fun 


disorder is taken hostage by a animated feature follows three 
terrorist on the loose, and mummies through present-day 
a husband is accused of London in search of an old ring 
cheating on his wife. belonging to the Royal Family. 


ATHIDBEGN 

RUNNING TIME 87 MINS 

STARRING TEDROS FEKADU 

Featuring a talented cast 
including Tedros Fekadu, 
Yabsera Teklu and Lidia Tibebu, 
this Ethiopian drama focuses 
on a young man whose life is no 
way as easy as it looks. 
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Drama boxsets 


TRY 


SUPERMAN & LOIS 
Season 2 

One of the most enduring 
comicbook romances, between 
the Man of Steel and reporter 
Lois Lane, gives birth to another 
TV show, with sorting out 
family dramas and supervillians 
on the to-do list for the couple. 


i — : 
THE CLEANING LADY 
Season 2 

A whip-smart Cambodian 
doctor comes to America for a 
medical treatment to save her 
son, but when the system fails 
and pushes her into hiding, 
she uses her cunning and 
intelligence to fight back. 


WHISKEY CAVALIER 
Season 1 

Scott Foley and Lauren Cohen 
star in this action comedy- 
drama about an FBI agent 

and his new partner, aClA 
operative, who embark on 
missions to save the world, but 
have to put up with each other. 
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HOW TO GET AWAY WITH MURDER 


Season 4 

The prodigously talented Viola Davis (one of 
the few performers to have an Oscar, Emmy, 
Grammy and Tony on her mantlepiece) heads 
this gripping show in which a group of law 
students and their brilliant criminal defense 
professor become involved in a twisted murder 
plot that changes the course of their lives. 


d a _— 
DELPHINE: THE SECRET PRINCESS 
Mini-series 

This incredible true story follows artist Delphine 
Boel, the daughter of King Albert Il of Belgium, 
as she fights for royal recognition to become 
Princess Delphine of Saxe-Cobourg. The 
three-part mini-series is a remarkable tale of 
lies, cover-ups, upheaval and perseverance 
against all odds. 


Comedy boxsets 


MIKE & MOLLY 

Season 3 

Melissa McCarthy scooped an 
Emmy award for her hysterically 
funny portrayal of Molly Flynn, 
the primary school teacher 
who meets her life partner 
Mike (Billy Gardell), a Chicago 
police officer, at an Overeaters 
Anonymous meeting. Season 
3 sees Molly going on Spring 
Break with her boozy sibling 
Victoria, only to end up severly 
sunburt when she falls asleep 
next to the pool. She also has 
to plan Mike's birthday party 
without his bossy mother 
interfering too much, support 
her own mother going back to 
school and make sure her plans 
to have a baby remain on track. 


YOUNG SHELDON 

Season 4 

The undoubted star of the hit 
sitcom The Big Bang Theory, 
was genius fusspot Sheldon 
Cooper - so much so that the 
character was given a spin- 

off series looking at his early 
years in East Texas. In season 
4, Sheldon is caught in a moral 
dilemma when offered a bootleg 
copy of a computer game he 
can't afford, while he also takes 
on the IRS who accuses him of 
making a mistake. 
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MARS: INSIDE SPACEX 
Hundred years from now, 
thousands of our descendants 
will be living on Mars. This 
documentary goes behind the 
scenes as Elon Musk and his 
engineers set about turning 
science fiction into a reality. 


TOM & JERRY KIDS SHOW 
Tom the cat and Jerry the 
mouse have been battling 
each other for more than 80 
years. We have some updated 
versions of the classic Tom & 
Jerry cartoons from the 1940s 
and 1950s inclunding Planet 
Dogma and Catawumpus Cat. 


BE COOL, SCOOBY DOO! 
Season 1 

The latest version of the 
evergreen animated series sees 
the Scooby gang solve mysteries 
and take on monsters and ghouls 
during what could be their last 
summer together. 


dUuDIC 


Broadcast channels 


A selection of musical 
moods to suit whatever 
your ears desire 


Album compilations 
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BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

Only the Strong Survive 

They don't call Bruce 
Springsteen ‘The Boss’ for 
nothing. Having sold more than 
140 million albums and raking 

in 20 Grammy awards, the 
73-year-old rock icon has had an 
extraordinary career. With latest 
album Only the Strong Survive 
Springsteen covers classic R&B 
and soul songs - a product of 
backyard-studio sessions during 
lockdown. Even when he’s 
slumming it a home, the Boss is 
better than most. 


From rock to country, we have every genre covered 
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POPULATION TOPOGRAPHY 


Ethiopia is in the GMT 

+3 time zone. It follows 
the Julian calendar, which 
consists of 12 months 

of 30 days each anda 
13th month of five days 
(six days on a leap year). 


if 


Ethiopia covers an area 


of 1,104,300km? (about 
aBOUT 


426,372 square miles). 


The country has an elevated 
central plateau varying 
between 2,000 and 3,000m 
in altitude. In the north 

and centre of the country, 


there are some 25 mountains 


whose peaks rise higher 
than 4,000m. The most 
famous Ethiopian river is 
the Blue Nile (known locally 
as the Abbay), which flows 
north a distance of 1,450km 


Duty-free imports are 
permitted for up to: 


a) 200 cigarettes, : ; 

108 gee or from its source in Lake Tana 
250 grams of tobacco to join the White Nile at 

b) 2 litres of alcoholic Khartoum, Sudan. 

beverages 


c) half a litre of perfume 


d) It is illegal to carry CLIMATE 

more than 3,000 birr on 

arrival or departure t 

d) On entry or exit you x 7 

must declare any cash in — — 

Saeed a Required for all foreign visitors, with ? ‘ 3bbhl 
‘or Ethiopian residents the : : 

limit is USD$4,000. If you the exception of nationals from Kenya | ITAA A 

enter Ethiopia via a land and Djibouti. Applications for all types Dry season Small rainy Big rainy 

border you must declare of visas may be obtained online at October season season 

cash exceeding USD$500 evisa.gov.et. You'll need a passport -January February-May | June-September 

For further details see, photo and scanned copy of your 


ethiopianairlines.com/ET/ passport to apply. Nationals of 
EN/information/essential —_ rican Union member states are 
allowed to receive their tourist visas 
on arrival in Ethiopia. Nationals of 
African States who can't make e-visa 
payments online can make the 
payment in cash on arrival at Addis 


VACCINATIONS 


The units of currency are Ababa Bole International Airport. The Ethiopia is a multi A yellow fever certificate 
the birr and santim validity of your e-visa starts from the -ethnic state with is required for some 
(coins). Notes are 5,10, date you intend to enter Ethiopia. 83 languages African destinations. 

50, 100 and 200 birr. Note that business visas are not and 200 dialects. Vaccination against 
ATMs are found in major issued to anyone under the age of 18, Amharic is the cholera is also required 
Addis Ababa hotels, : de working language for any person who has 
shopping malls and at and parents travelling to Ethiopia cial of the Federal visited or transited in a 
Addis Ababa Bole business must apply for tourist visas Democratic cholera-infected area 
International Airport. for their children. Republic of Ethiopia. within six days of arrival. 
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Feel like a star, eens 
every step of the way. 


The more you fly within our network, the faster you'll reach Star Alliance Gold. 
Enjoy exclusive benefits including a generous extra baggage allowance, 
priority check-in, access to over 1,000 premium lounges worldwide and 
much more. All when you fly with the world’s largest global airline alliance. 


After all, why limit yourself, when you can be recognised across 26 airlines? 


A, 
STAR ALLIANCE Yay 


Find out more at staralliance.com/gold TOGETHER. BETTER. CONNECTED. 
AEGEAN Y AIR CANADA AIR CHINA AIR NEW ZEALAND ANAT ASIANA AIRLINES 
brussels CopaAirlines 53 CROATIA AIRLINES, EavPTAR® 4 Evaain LOT vousn anunes © Lufthansa SAS 


Shenzhen Airlines 


SINGAPORE AIRLINES Wa Sout Arrican Ainwars PP AIRPORTUGAL THAI TURKISH AIRLINES UNITED § 


(<> ethiotetecom: _ 


OUR ROAMING STATS 


Country Wide Coverage e Over500 partners worldwide e LTE Roaming 


